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Free-flowing rivers and their 
seasonal runs of wild fish are 
cherished by local people, 
fishermen, indigenous 
communities, and anglers, 
until something bad happens 
that puts the river ecosystem 
and its wild fish into long-term 
decline. It might come in the 
form of a big development 
such as a dam, or a large-scale 
mining project like the Pebble 

Mine proposed for the headwaters of Bristol Bay, Alaska. 
Or it can come in the form of “death by a thousand cuts,” 
including illegal fishing, clear-cut logging, hatchery fish 
programs, or water withdrawals for agriculture.  

We have learned over two decades of work that the most 
effective protection of a salmon river comes before the 
damage is done.   

This is why the Wild Salmon Center developed the 
stronghold strategy. It is a simple and straight-forward 
approach that targets the “last, best” watersheds in each 
region. We invest in local conservation partners’ financial, 
scientific, and programmatic strength, and we work together 
to achieve proactive land and water use protections such as 
new parks, expanded riparian buffers, and other land use 
designations—legal armor around stronghold watersheds. 
At the same time, we work with the fish management 
agencies, tribes, and the commercial and recreational 
fishermen to create protections for wild fish—and prevent 
overharvest and the impacts of fish hatcheries.  

This approach is more cost-effective than restoration-based 
conservation, but requires a multi-decadal strategy to ensure 
that these systems will survive as salmon ecosystems far 
into the future. 

President’s Letter
The Wild Salmon Center and our local partners have now 
won legal protections for almost 9 million acres of land in 
strongholds, secured wild fish management agreements and 
designations in 68 watersheds in the Russian Far East and 
Pacific Northwest, and have established 13 new conservation 
groups throughout the Pacific Rim. 

This year, we are helping lead a major partner-based 
campaign in Alaska (see page 9), have three more large 
watersheds being added to Russia's network of regional 
protected areas (see page 14), and are helping launch a new 
initiative in British Columbia (see page 19).

As climate change warms our rivers, and the demands of 
the growing economies of the Pacific Rim for food, water, 
minerals and energy threaten even the most remote river 
systems, we must secure our great salmon, trout and 
steelhead ecosystems. We must preserve them as reservoirs 
of salmon genetic and life history diversity, safeguarded by 
ancient forests, cold clear flows and local people who are 
willing and able to fight to protect this miracle of nature and 
way of life. 

We continue to look at new strategies to strengthen the ability 
of salmon and river-based communities to defend against the 
threats that will come next. You can learn more about those in 
the following pages. 

So, thank you—patient and generous supporter—for being 
part of our team. We are grateful for your help, and you can 
count on the Wild Salmon Center and our partners to leave a 
priceless gift of wild rivers for our children and grandchildren.

Guido Rahr 
President and Chief Executive



    We have learned from over two decades of work 
that the most effective protection of a salmon river  
comes before the damage is done.
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Weathering climate change by 
building a clear-eyed view of salmon 
watershed futures (see pg. 22). 

The Stronghold Fund will  
bring proactive, science and partner- 
based work to places like the Dean  
(see pg. 18).

Russia’s Far East: A network of 
Protected Areas and unlocking the 
mysteries of taimen (see pg. 14).
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Standing for Salmon in Alaska,  
a ballot initiative fighting for the future 
of salmon rivers (see pg. 8). 

Celebrating a victory for wild salmon 
and Canada’s Skeena river estuary 
(see pg. 6). 

Elliott State Forest for all and bringing 
back the Oregon Coast coho  
(see pg. 10). 



Skeena Estuary, British Columbia

<6 



A Win for the Skeena
In 2017, we celebrated victory in the fight to protect one of 
Canada’s most important wild salmon habitats-the juvenile 
rearing grounds at the mouth of the Skeena River. In July, 
Malaysia’s state oil company, Petronas, canceled plans for a 
massive liquefied natural gas export facility over Flora Bank, 
used by over 300 of the Skeena’s salmon and steelhead 
populations. The decision came after international market 
conditions soured and several Skeena First Nations and our 
partners at SkeenaWild mounted legal challenges and heavy 
community pressure. Wild Salmon Center was proud to part-
ner with SkeenaWild and First Nations with financial, scien-
tific and communications support over the last three years in 
this battle to stop a risky and poorly-sited project.

SkeenaWild’s Greg Knox said the campaign 
“has united far flung groups in the watershed 
and across the Pacific around the goal of pro-
tecting salmon. Without salmon, we lose the 
foundation of our ecological health, our local 
culture and our economy.” 

This campaign has changed the conversation 
about the future of the Skeena estuary. WSC 
and SkeenaWild are working with partners 
to initiate an estuary management planning 
process that includes First Nations leaders 
throughout the watershed, including those far 
upriver who depend on Flora Bank. The plan will also include 
40 years’ worth of science showing the importance of this 
salmon habitat. SkeenaWild and partners also negotiated a 
settlement with Petronas to retire their federal development 
permits for Flora Bank and nearby Lelu Island. 

Wild Salmon Center will continue to partner with and  
support SkeenaWild in this crucial work to protect one of  
the last, large free-flowing salmon and steelhead systems  
in North America. 

Greg Knox, SkeenaWild
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SkeenaWild staff, advisors, and 
trustees at Kawesas Lodge in 
British Columbia for their annual 
board meeting.
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Underwater salmon shot

Bristol Bay, Alaska
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To be in Bristol Bay, Alaska in the summer is to witness one 
of the greatest migrations on earth: the movement of over 
50 million sockeye salmon into the crystalline rivers and 
lakes that flow into the bay. 

This wave of fish, shifting colors from ocean bright to 
spawning red as they move up the watershed, brings ma-
rine nutrients to feed the whole food chain, from insects to 
human communities. But this extraordinary wild salmon 
stronghold is under imminent threat—Pebble Mine, now 
in its second incarnation, is being fast tracked through the 
federal permitting process at unprecedented speed, despite 
millions of Americans speaking out against it. 

In response, Wild Salmon Center took a strong leadership 
role this year for a proactive campaign designed to update 
Alaska’s fish habitat protection laws. The Stand for Salmon 
campaign brings together commercial and sport fishermen, 
businesses, Alaska Native tribes and conservationists to get 
at the root of the problem: the state’s lack of clear standards 
to guide development where it impacts fish habitat. 

A groundswell of Alaskans have come out in support of 
salmon, the state’s most renewable resource. Forty-two 
thousand, including voters from every state House district 

(a first in Alaska), took action to put the Stand for Salmon 
initiative on the November 2018 ballot. The initiative will 
put new fish habitat protection standards in place that will 
ensure development projects don’t sacrifice wild fish or 
clean water for gold and other minerals. It will force Pebble 
and future toxic mine developers to completely rethink their 
operating plans. It will put an upper limit on the amount of 
damage they can do and force them to pay for restoration 
for any salmon habitat disturbed.

Alaska has a short window of time to avoid the monumental 
salmon habitat mistakes of the Lower 48. We know the Peb-
ble Mine could be permitted in three to four years. Now is 
our chance to secure the long-term health of Bristol Bay and 
the rest of the state’s great salmon rivers—some of the best 
that remain in the world. 

Professor and author David Montgomery wrote recently:  
“By defining proper protections for salmon habitat now, 
Alaska will live up to its legacy as the last and greatest bas-
tion for wild salmon. Seize the chance to break the sorry 
cycle of historical loss for the king of fish.”

If we all Stand for Salmon, Alaska can remain the salmon 
state for generations to come. 

Alaskans Stand for Salmon
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Fishermen and fisherwomen across Alaska have come out in support of stronger protections for salmon rivers with Stand for Salmon.
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Defending Oregon  
Rivers & Forests
The cold, clear rivers that run through remaining intact 
Oregon Coast temperate rainforests are an oasis for wild 
fish in the increasingly clearcut, developed, and warming 
landscape of Western Oregon. Over the years, Wild Salmon 
Center has vigilantly fought to protect important forests and 
watersheds holding diverse salmon runs across the 500,000-
acre Tillamook and Clatsop state forests. 

In 2017, our attention turned to the central coast, when the 
82,000-acre Elliott State Forest was in danger of being sold 
to logging interests. We rallied a coalition of hunters and 
fishers to speak up in favor of keeping the Elliott public, 
so its diverse coastal forests could continue to support elk 
hunting and provide key spawning grounds for Oregon Coast 
coho salmon. The State Land Board responded by unani-
mously canceling the sale of the Elliott. 

The state legislature then passed $100 million in state 
bonds to reduce the pressure to log the Elliott to in order to 
fund schools. The Legislature also provided funding to en-
gage the public in forest planning based on a wide spectrum 
of values. 

Wild Salmon Center is building on nearly two decades of for-
est planning work to reshape the Elliott’s future. In partner-
ship with the Oregon Hunters Association, we are providing 
critical input to the state as it re-envisions the Elliott. We will 
ensure the Elliott evolves into a thriving forest with a strong 
emphasis on both recreation and wild fish conservation.

Recreational Mining Reform
In another big win for Oregon rivers in 2017, the Legislature 
prohibited destructive in-stream recreational gold mining on 
salmon streams. The bipartisan bill was the result of a multi-
year effort by Wild Salmon Center and conservation partners. 
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Targeted Restoration in Action
The health of Oregon’s coastal coho populations are a 
vital indicator of the health of our coastal watersheds. But 
these fish are threatened after 150 years of land use on the 
coast has altered watersheds and degraded critical habi-
tats. Restoring coastal river systems is a key step in bring-
ing coho back. What’s often missing from restoration 
work is a coordinated, science-based approach to priori-
tize the most important projects, and enough funding to 
get those projects completed. Wild Salmon Center’s Mark 
Trenholm has stepped up to meet this challenge by con-
vening local and regional partners in conservation plan-
ning, and leveraging public and private funding to support 
implementation of the resulting priorities. 

Starting in the Siuslaw, Nehalem, and Elk watersheds, we 
were able to pinpoint priority restoration actions using the 
best science and mapping tools—to make sure projects 
generate the greatest possible benefit for every project 
dollar spent. Partners also now have a long-term, sci-
ence-based plan for coho recovery.

In the summer of 2018, local partners will take to the field 
to reconnect rivers with floodplains, install large wood in 
streams, plant cooling canopies of streamside vegetation, 
restore beaver to their historic habitats (beaver are great 
for coho!), and begin activities to ensure quality salmon 
habitat from headwaters to estuary.

Mark Trenholm, WSC

Wilson River, Oregon
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Hoh River, Washington
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Our earliest work in North America was to survey and map 
sections of the Olympic Peninsula, where the Hoh Rainfor-
est—one of the wettest and most biodiverse places on the 
continent—serves as headwaters to some of the greatest 
steelhead and salmon rivers left in the Lower 48. 

In 2006, we hired biologist Devona Ensmenger on the pen-
insula to build up a lasting salmon habitat protection and 
wild fish management program. Twelve years later, through 
a blend of meticulous science and patient partnership build-
ing, she has helped regional leaders speak with a powerful, 
unified voice that has delivered clear conservation wins for 
this important salmon region. The Coast Salmon Partner-
ship, which Devona helped found, has protected thousands 
of acres of important habitat in the Calawah and Hoh water-
sheds and developed a regional conservation plan approved 
by the governor for 3.8 million acres on the Washington 
Coast. Through 12 years of work, Devona leveraged $3 
million in private grants to bring $52 million in public invest-
ments in regional restoration and habitat protection. 

As she leaves the Wild Salmon Center to focus on new pur-
suits in Central Washington, Devona has set up the region 
and the program for continued success.

In the next stage of work, we’ll continue the campaign 
Devona started to remove old culverts and other stream 
blockages to connect young fish to 150 miles of key cold 
water refuges in upstream reaches. This will help the 
region’s wild fish survive increasingly hot summers.    

We are also supporting  the 
rebuilding of wild steelhead 
runs on the peninsula, through 
a scientific reconstruction of 
historic runs in the region. This 
is one key piece of information 
that has been missing from 
the management debate on 
the Olympic Peninsula. The 
new data analysis, led by our 
Science Director Matt Sloat, 
will help fish managers set 
spawning goals that can save 
the species from further decline.    

Wild Salmon Center remains committed to the Olympic 
Peninsula and restoring its stronghold rivers and wild fish 
runs to full health.

Washington Coast: The Next Chapter

Our work on the Olympic Peninsula includes the Calawah system, home of the Elk Creek Conservation Area (pictured bottom right), 
and the Hoh River, where new data (inset) will help fisheries managers recover declining steelhead runs.

Devona Ensmenger, WSC
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Hoh River winter steelhead (run size)
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Fewer than 3,000 wild steelhead returned to 
the Hoh in 2016–only the second time that 
these numbers have fallen so low. 13>



Taimen Set the Course
The giant, long-lived taimen of the Russian Far East are a re-
gal member of the salmon and trout family that once reigned 
supreme across hundreds of healthy watersheds in the re-
gion. Only a handful of great taimen rivers with robust runs 
of Siberian and Sakhalin taimen still exist. In these treasured 
ecosystems, with clean water and plentiful prey, we are work-
ing to understand taimen behavior and protect these last 
territories of taimen. 

The Nimelen River has some of the last robust wild salmon 
runs in the great Amur system, and it serves as a cold-water 
refuge for the region. But poaching and development are 
beginning to put pressure on the river and its wild fish. In 
2017, after extensive biological surveys and community out-
reach by our partners at Khabarovsk Wildlife Foundation, the 
provincial government officially established the 72,000-acre 
Nimelen River Refuge. It expanded the network of protected 
areas Wild Salmon Center has helped secure in the Russian 
Far East to more than 3 million acres. 

This reserve will cover key spawning grounds for the Nimel-
en’s four million wild fish. It’s also adjacent to the Tugur River 
Nature Reserve, which protects spawning sections of another 
salmon and taimen stronghold. These two protected areas 
anchor the kind of large landscape conservation efforts need-
ed to sustain thriving fisheries and a full complement of other 
species from wolves to moose, elk, bears and sea eagles, as 
well as traditional hunting grounds for the Nanai people. 

Across the Tatar Straight in Sakhalin Island, the regional 
governor announced new protected areas encompassing the 
Nabil and Dagi rivers in the northeast. They are strongholds 
for critically endangered Sakhalin taimen, an ancient relative 
of Siberian taimen, as well as chum, coho, Asian masu and 
pink salmon, which fuel commercial and sport fisheries. 
Wild Salmon Center’s scientific assessments a decade ago 
strengthened local partners’ argument for protecting these 
two rivers. Now WSC partner Dmitry Lisitsyn and other 
stakeholders are working on reserve plans, to be finalized 
later this year.

Unlocking Mysteries of the Tugur
Siberian taimen are becoming better known to anglers 
but the scientific complexities of the species are still 
largely a mystery-which hampers conservation efforts. 
Last year, Wild Salmon Center launched a new taimen 
population monitoring effort on the Tugur River in 
Khabarovsk Region. With the help of lodge owner Alex-
ander Abramov and in partnership with long-time col-
laborator Mikhail Skopets (who’s worked with us since 
1994), each taimen caught by sportfishermen in the 
Tugur will be photographed and measured. The photos 
are fed into image recognition software that will use the 
unique spotting patterns on each taimen to identify and 
monitor these individuals over time. We will, for the first 
time, develop an understanding of the Tugur River tai-
men population size, growth, and movements.

The Nimelen is a critical reservoir of wild  
    salmon genetic diversity and abundance.
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Nimelen River, Russia
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The Next Decade
Wild Salmon Center’s success over the last two and half 
decades has been built around a core mission-protecting 
salmon strongholds for the benefit of natural and human 
communities that depend on these magnificent wild fish.  
But we are always refining our tactics for getting there, 
whether it’s embracing new scientific approaches, or devel-
oping novel coalitions.  

As we look forward over the next decade here are some of 
the most important frontiers of work we’re opening up, as 
we seek to strengthen the greatest remaining Pacific salmon 
rivers in the face of a growing human population, increasing 
demand for mineral resources and seafood, and a rapidly 
changing climate.

 

 Strongholds for the future: Mobilizing the Salmon Army.
Whether it’s rallying the public behind a 
ballot initiative in Alaska, bringing con-
servationists and commercial fishermen 
together in Sakhalin Island, or building 
a new catch-and-release fly fishing con-
stituency in Khabarovsk, we are helping 
mobilize salmon advocates to support 
pro-fish, clean water policies (see pg. 20).

Doubling Down on Strongholds.
The Stronghold Fund is a new resource that 
will support major partnership initiatives 
around the Pacific. We're answering the 
call for rapid response during critical cam-
paigns and aiming to support high leverage 
endeavors that require long-term stability.   
(see pg. 18).
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Weathering Climate Change.
Wild salmon won't be able to weather climate 
change without intact stronghold rivers. Our sci-
ence network is working to identify the effects of 
climate change on everything from Oregon Coast 
coho habitat and Alaskan flood scenarios to gla-
cier retreat on the West Coast. A clear-eyed view 
of salmon watershed futures will help fisheries 
managers and forest planners maintain produc-
tive salmon habitat (see pg. 22).

Strengthening Life History Diversity.
Salmon life history diversity is a key strat-
egy to adapt to a changing landscape. We 
are working to understand the effects of 
genetics and environmental triggers on 
salmon survival strategy (see pg. 24).

3 4

Kisaralik River, Alaska
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The Stronghold Fund is:

Partner-Based 
The Fund will support partnerships and organi-
zations working cooperatively and in coalitions—
because success in conservation is almost always 
the result of more than one group’s effort.

“Win-Now” 
More war chest than endowment, the Fund is a 
“win-now” resource that will deliver funding to 
strategic, targeted initiatives within stronghold 
watersheds.

Proactive 
The Fund will prioritize science-based activities 
that are preemptive and durable in nature, and 
will aim to deploy funds before long-term dam-
age and decline occurs.

Learn more at TheStrongholdFund.org.

Investing in Extraordinary Rivers
As we plan for the future we know that threats to wild 
salmon and steelhead strongholds will become increasingly 
urgent. Being proactive and getting into watersheds early 
will matter more than ever. We also know that strongholds 
have fierce allies, from local groups defending their home 
waters, to anglers swinging flies for bright steelhead in their 
favorite stretch of river. But the most profound lesson we’ve 
learned is that behind every conservation accomplishment is 
a strong and effective partnership. 

With these truths in mind, we founded The Stronghold Fund. 
The idea was to create a new resource to fill a current void in 
conservation funding and to ensure financial support for the 
Pacific's great salmon, steelhead, and trout strongholds in-
cluding Bristol Bay, Skeena, Dean, and Kamchatka. The Fund 
complements WSC's work by providing the ability to invest in 
urgent campaigns and new initiatives that go above and be-
yond the scope and purview of a single organization.  

The Fund was also born from the fact that there are many 
fisheries and watershed groups with overlapping missions 
competing for funds and visibility, year in and year out. But 
the conservation community is most successful when we 
work together and bring our complementary strengths to a 
unified campaign. These alliances need to be encouraged 
and supported, especially when a once-in-a-generation op-
portunity or initiative needs backing.  

The Stronghold Fund’s initial fundraising goal is $15 million 
and so far, we've raised half of that. We've supported the 
Stand for Salmon campaign in Alaska, the Skeena estuary 
campaign in British Columbia, and a new initiative focused 
on the Dean River and B.C.’s central coast.  

We’re seeking new donors interested in this high-impact 
approach to conservation. We aim to make The Stronghold 
Fund a one-stop shop for investors looking to support 
collaborative efforts that protect the Pacific's most 
extraordinary salmon, steelhead, and trout rivers.

THE NEXT DECADE:

“By reinforcing and supporting high 
leverage, partner-based initiatives, we’re 
greatly improving our chances of pro-
tecting the Pacific’s stronghold rivers.” 

 David Finkel, Executive Director of  
The Stronghold Fund and WSC's VP of 
Development and Communications

<18 
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The Dean
The long, remote, perfect runs on the Dean River have changed 
(and perhaps ruined) many a steelheader forever. But ded-
icated conservation of the area’s outstanding wild salmon 
and steelhead fisheries has been relatively absent compared 
to other world-class rivers. Looking to change that narrative, 
WSC recently convened a small group of conservationists, First 
Nations, lodge owners, and funders to develop short and long-
term strategies to address conservation challenges on the Dean 
and central coast of British Columbia. 

The Stronghold Fund is supporting this new initiative that will 
involve working with partners on a combination of advocacy, 
applied science, and public education efforts to help ensure the 
long-term ecological health of the Dean and B.C. central coast 
and its outstanding fisheries.

Dean River, British Columbia
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Susitna River, Alaska
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Wild Salmon Center supporters and partners know the elec-
tric shock from a truly wild steelhead strike in a quiet riffle, 
or the sense of wonder that comes from wading through a 
spawning channel filled with fish. 

As we look to the next decade, we want to get more people 
knee-deep in rivers. And as these people join the ranks of 
the converted, we want to do more to move people up the 
food chain of engagement—to where they can be more ac-
tive on fish-first policies. 

So Wild Salmon Center and partners are expanding our 
entry level engagement in the Russian Far East. Boomerang 
outdoor club, our partners on Sakhalin Island, have reached 
thousands of school kids and their families with wilderness 
outings across the region and salmon curriculums in 
classrooms. And a new program will teach catch-and-
release angling to hundreds of fishermen of all ages across 
the Khabarovsk Region.  

On the other side of the Pacific, WSC has extended its edu-
cational reach to Alaska where a pilot program in Cordova 
gives fifth graders a holistic view of the role salmon play in 
local economies, ecosystems, and broader culture. We are 
also working to coordinate and leverage grassroots alliances 

and coalitions to more effectively change policy. Last year, 
we partnered with hunting and fishing groups in Oregon to 
deliver strong messages of support for public ownership of 
the 82,000-acre Elliott State Forest. And this year, our Alaska 
staff are pivoting from years of campaigns and organizing 
against mega-developments to push for proactive salmon 
habitat protections. The Stand for Salmon campaign will 
build on the direct citizen outreach of the last decade. 

In the Skeena River region, salmon advocates have called 
the groundswell of activism that always seems to rise up 
against damaging development an “immune response” of 
the watershed. 

Over the next decade, Wild Salmon Center will work to help 
shift these sorts of partner networks and power building 
ventures into proactive policy across the North Pacific. We 
want to help build the type of foundation that gives salmon 
advocates equal weight in decision making about the future 
of salmon and steelhead rivers. If we’re smart about how we 
leverage voters and constituents, we can head off the worst 
kinds of development before they start and also change 
the terms of the conversation so as not to pit development 
against salmon conservation across the entire North Pacific.
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Wet'suwet'en leaders on Lelu Island, B.C.; teacher Yelena Kuznechikhina with students showing off their Russian salmon primer artwork 
at the First Salmon Celebration in Khabarovsk; Patagonia Portland event in support of the Elliott State Forest and open public lands.

THE NEXT DECADE: Mobilizing the Salmon Army
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Weathering Climate Change
We know the coming decades will bring greater climate ex-
tremes—warmer and, in some regions, wetter and potentially 
more destructive. With science partners around the North 
Pacific, we’re studying salmon landscapes to identify effects 
of big changes, from bigger floods to melting glaciers. And 
we’re outlining strategies to keep salmon habitat intact, 
whether it’s protecting those rivers that show strong resil-
ience to climate disturbance or reconnecting and recovering 
those waterways that need help. 

With partners at the US Forest Service, we have modeled how 
rivers in Southeast Alaska can withstand floods and continue 
to support productive salmon habitat. In short, those water-
ways with intact floodplains are more likely to fare well into 
the future; floodplains act as pressure release valves during 
large flood events, ensuring that sensitive spawning gravels 
and juvenile habitat aren’t completely washed out.

Now, land managers are using that analysis to inform where 
to implement salmon habitat restoration, to reconnect 
streams with floodplains and rebuild river function. 

A forthcoming analysis will further guide watershed resto-
ration in Southeast Alaska by showing where large wood is 
needed in streams—to slow down the energy of floods and 
protect sensitive salmon habitat. Some watersheds were heav-
ily logged in the 1960s and are still bereft of old-growth trees 
and big log jams that support productive salmon habitat. 

We also continue our analysis of glaciers and salmon wa-
tersheds in North America with partners at Simon Fraser 
University. The team is seeking to understand how and where 
salmon habitat will be changed by glacial retreat. 

By grasping the dynamics of current and future salmon land-
scapes, we can ensure salmon rivers will remain healthy in an 
unpredictable world.

Coho Climate Strongholds
A recent look back at 25 years of Oregon Coast coho 
runs is painting a picture of which coho rivers are more 
resilient to ocean and freshwater extremes and why. The 
results are informing how we approach our coastal res-
toration work in Oregon (see page 11), including in the 
Siuslaw River basin. Identifying the rivers where coho 
runs remain strong despite climate shifts and extreme 
weather events gives us critical clues for restoring coho 
resilience in other watersheds.

We’re studying salmon landscapes to 
identify effects of big changes—whether 
they are bigger floods or melting glaciers. 

THE NEXT DECADE:
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Tongass National Forest, Alaska
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Strengthening Life History Diversity
As adaptive survivalists, wild salmon and steelhead around 
the Pacific have endured millions of years of volatile tectonics, 
volcanic eruptions, glaciations, and megafloods that have con-
stantly reshaped the landscape. A large part of their secret for 
success is diversity—a single steelhead population may have 
over 30 different strategies for migration and reproduction. 

But these various survival strategies are diminishing at just 
the wrong time—as climate change and development pres-
sure close in and require wild fish to be more adaptive than 
ever. These diverse strategies, known as life histories, include 
a range of migration timing, patterns of habitat use and other 
adaptations. A strong portfolio of salmon runs in each river 
system hedges against drastic changes that could wipe out 
whole populations.  

One of the more exciting scientific projects we’ll be pursuing 
over the next decade is a quest to understand the genetic ba-
sis for different life histories. We can then help better protect 
and restore life history diversity, especially in highly altered 
Lower 48 river systems. 

Wild Salmon Center is already tapping into a new generation 
of genetics research to restore spring Chinook to the upper 
Klamath basin in Oregon. As four dams are removed on the 
Klamath in the next few years, fisheries managers want to 
ensure that spring-run Chinook salmon return upriver. But 
research with partners at UC Davis last year suggests that 
"springers" have a unique gene that’s not found in their 
fall-running cousins. Once the spring-run dies out, it appar-
ently can’t be revived using fall-run fish. We will ask managers 
to consider novel techniques for ensuring that the “springer 
gene” is restored to the upper Klamath. In some cases, it’s 
more complicated than simply tearing down the dams and 
waiting for wild fish to fill a niche. 

We are also advocating for proactive protections for strong 
spring Chinook populations in the Rogue and North Umpqua 
watersheds in Oregon.

Clues Across the Pacific
Can steelhead in Kamchatka give those in the Klamath 
River system a leg up, from half a world away? Hopeful-
ly. In robust steelhead populations in West Kamchatka, 
we’re examining genetic triggers for certain life history 
strategies-such as the “half-pounder,” which takes two 
roundtrips from river to the ocean before spawning. As 
we help local partners rebuild Klamath and Trinity river 
steelhead populations, understanding this genetic infor-
mation from Russia can assist North American manag-
ers to restore a healthy spectrum of life histories. 

The great ecologist Aldo Leopold said, “to keep every cog 
and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering.” As 
humans tinker with wild salmon systems, we must have the 
foresight to maintain the critical parts that hold these systems 
together, especially those pieces that could be lost forever.

THE NEXT DECADE:
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Bristol Bay, Alaska
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2017 Donors
Thank you to all our donors for helping make 2017 a success. 
With your support, we can ensure the health and abundance 
of wild salmon and steelhead into the future.

Candace Bonner
Maya Booth-Balk
Justin Boucher
Rebecca Bowen
John L. Boyce
Dan Brack
Stephen P. Bradley
Paul Braestrop
Walter Bramkamp
John Breen
Terri L. Brendler
Liza & Matthew Brennan
Richard A. Bresnahan
Gretchen Brevig
Erin Briggs
Faith Briggs
Christopher B. Brinker
Skip Brittenham
C. Kent Brodie
Mark Bronson
Arthur Brooks
Tim Brooks
Andrew Brown
Ann Brown
Bruce Brown
Nick Bucheleres
Patrick Buresh & Jeannie Bloome
Alexander Byers
Ron Byers
Neil Callaghan

The Stronghold Fund*
Anonymous 
John W. Childs
The DeBruce Foundation
John G. Searle Family Trust and John 

and Julie Dixon
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
James and Angela Hambrick 

Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Paulus Family Foundation
Deke and Hope Welles Fund of the 

Toledo Community Foundation

*see pg 18

Foundation, Corporation, 
Government and NGOs
AmazonSmile
American Online Giving Foundation
Anonymous
Bass Pro Shops
Blue Meridian Consulting
Burning Foundation

California Trout
The Campbell Foundation
Charlotte Martin Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Classic Foods
The Conservation Alliance
Endeavour Capital
GRIP6 Belts
Harder Foundation
Jono Pandolfi Designs
Jubitz Family Foundation
L.P. Brown Foundation
Lazar Foundation
Live Botanical
Local Independent Charities of 

America
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
Mazamas Conservation Committee
Meyer Memorial Trust
Mitsubishi Corporation Foundation 

for the Americas
Modern Species
Mountain Rose Herbs
NOAA Restoration Center
Orrick, Herrington, & Sutcliffe LLP
Oregon Watershed Enhancement 

Board
Pacific Rim Winemakers
Patagonia, Inc.
Patagonia Portland
PayPal Giving Fund
Pew Charitable Trusts
Pioneer Alaskan Fisheries Inc.
Pisces Foundation
Poke Mon
Rahr Corporation
Rahr Foundation
Redside Equities
Russian Salmon Fund
Salty Girl Seafood, Inc.

Sierra Club Foundation
Sparo
Thendara Foundation
Trust for Mutual Understanding
USDA Forest Service
Wiancko Charitable Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation
William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
Willow Springs Charitable Trust
Your True Nature, Inc.

Individual Donors
Rosenberg Ach Foundation
Virginia Adaho
Rebecca Adkins
Margaret Allen
Howard Altarescu
David Andruss
DeWalt H. Ankeny, Jr. Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Anonymous (38) 
Ruby Apsler 
Tom Armstrong
Althea Arnold
Dianne Arrigoni
Chelsea Arvesen
William Auchterlonie
Peter F. Bahls
Brad Baker
Brandon Baker
Devin Baker
Hilary Baker
Amy Balbier
Doug Ballinger
Matthew Bancroft
Juliano Banuelos
Virgina Barden
Connie Barnes
Samuel Barone
Alexander W. Barth
Reva Basch
Heather Baumann
Josh Bean
Claudia Becerril
Lily Becker
Mary C. Becker

Jay H. Beckstead
Sam Beebe
Spencer Beebe
Carl G. Behnke
Doug Behrman
James Ford Bell Foundation  

and Samuel & Suzy Bell
Craig BenBen
Logan Bennett
Aaron Bento
Peter Bentzer
Rodney B. Berens
David Berklich
Alyson Berman
Peter A. Bigot
Bruce Billo
Mr. Vince F. Biondo Jr. and Mrs. 

Betsey L. Biondo
Broughton & Mary Bishop Family 

Foundation
Jeffrey Bitsack
Robert Blais
Nick Blakey
Thomas & Diane Bland
Salli Blevins
Jerry Bobbe
Peter Boboff
Elise Boeger
John Bohn
Quade Boman
Karina Bonin

Wild Salmon Center’s Stronghold Dinner in San Francisco, 2017. 
In the foreground WSC Board Member Brooks Walker and other 
honered guests.

Bill and Sally Neukom.
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John F. Cambria
Sara H. Campbell
Cathryn Camper
Joseph R. Car
Ian Caramanzana
Caravan Trust & Austen S. Cargill II
Gabriel Carleton-Barnes
Ryan Carpenter
Kristen Carpentier
Kateland Carr
Christopher Carter
Frank L. Cassidy
Carl W. Cavallo
Nancy Chafin
Robert Chandler
Gail Chastain
Jill M. Cheesman
Fred Chenot
Andrea Chiappini
John W. Childs
Jason Ching
Steve Ching
Louise L. Chinn
Erin L. Chipps
Roger Chope
Susan Clementson
Robert Cleveland
Carter Cohen
Carla Cole
David Cole
Christopher M. Coley
Peter B. Coley
Daniel Collay
Frank Collin
Robert S. Colman
Leo Connolly
Jerry Conrow
Tim Conway
Kristin Cooper
Peter S. Corbin
Gordon L. Cox
Crane Creek Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation
The Longview Foundation - Ellie 

Crosby
G. C. Crosby

Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Pam Crow
Radcliffe Dacanay
The Da Capo Fund
Mark Dahl
John S. Dale
Amelia Damplo
Michael Davidson
Alice B. Davies
Celia Davis

Jamie Dawson
Edward Dayton
Leonard V. Dayton
Michael Dean
M. Susan Dean
Nick DeBolt
Emily DeCarlo
Genevieve DeGuzman
Chuck Delcambre
Taryn M. Delhotal

Jennifer Denekas
Nikki Dennis
Craig S. Derby
Dev Devarajan
Blaine G. Dickason
Eben Dobson
Troy Dockins
Kathleen A. Dodds
Paul Dodds
Rachael Dominquez

Quinton Donohue
Chris & Amy Dorsey
Jessica Dorsey
Andrea S. Dunlap
Ivy R. Dunlap
Trish Durivage
Lindsay F. and Patti Paxton Eberts 

Fund
Ken Edwards
Thomas L. Eggerman

FUNDER SPOTLIGHT: Mountain Rose Herbs
At Mountain Rose Herbs, “planet before profit” has long 
been the motto.

Founded in 1987 as a small herbal business, MRH has since 
grown to a staff of 210 under the leadership of co-owners 
Shawn Donnille and Julie Bailey. Their vision: meeting an 
increasing demand for sustainably-sourced herbs and teas.

Over the last 30 years the Oregon-based company has 
cultivated a nationwide customer base devoted to their 
environmentally-friendly business practices. Despite its 
rapid growth MRH has maintained their commitment to 
responsible sourcing, and now offers one of the largest 
selections of botanical products on the market-all certified 
as organic, produced without chemicals, or harvested 
ethically in the wild.

“Our goal is to provide a new model for business,” says co-
owner Shawn Donnille. “As a large company our decisions 
can have major impacts, not only for our products but also  
in driving a broader trend of environmental stewardship.”

Over the past decade MRH has also launched ambitious 
initiatives like a Zero Waste program for company facilities 
and production, as well as efforts to restore local watersheds 
-a focal point of volunteer hours and conservation grants.

“One of the agricultural industry’s worst side effects 
is pesticide runoff,” says Alyssa Bascue, Director of 
Sustainability. “Not only do we want to try and mitigate  
that impact, we want to actually improve watersheds as  

we grow. That’s why we’re committed to organic farming and 
sustainable harvesting practices.”

MRH’s environmental ethic also drives its philanthropy. 
Today, the company contributes over $200,000 to more than 
50 environmental nonprofits each year. In 2017, MRH made 
a special grant in support of WSC’s coalition effort to keep 
the Elliott State Forest in public hands (more on page 10). 

“By supporting groups like WSC, we’re able to take our 
environmental efforts even further,” says Bascue. “Together 
we can really move the needle on issues of habitat and water 
quality, and hopefully inspire other companies to follow our 
lead.” Learn more at mountainroseherbs.com. 

Staff remove invasive English ivy during a Mountain Rose River Project.
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Stephen W. Hatfield
William Hathaway
Ken Haupt
Daniel M. Hayes
Peter Hayes and the Ned & Sis 

Hayes Family Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation

Susan Haywood
Karina Helm
Mark Henjum
Abby S. Herhold
Lynne C. Hermle
Daniel Herr
Lynn Herring
Michael Herz
Nancy Heymann
Katie Heyn
The Higgins Family Foundation  

and Pete & Leslie Higgins
Harrison S. Hilbert
Guin Hillman
Julie Hoffman
David & Marcia Hohler
Karen Hojnowski
Brady Holden
Stephen Holmberg
Robert M. Holmes
Zachary Holz
Sabolch Horvat
Sheryl Horwitz
Dolly Howe
Meredith & Richard Howell
Lori Howk
Brant Hubbard
Raymond C. Hubley
Graham Hulbert
Thomas P. Hutchens
Barbara Hutchison
Gardner Russell Imhoff Charitable 

Fund
Nelson Ishiyama
Karen Ison
Noah Jack
Jessica Jasper
Dan Jenkins
John O. Jenkins

Felton Jenkins III Conservation & 
Education Fund and Felton Jenkins 
III

Elizabeth Jennings
Candice Jimenez
Bradley Johnson
Howard A. Johnson
Samantha Jones
Stephen Jones
Wallace Jones
Joe Jurczak
Patrick Kallerman
William D. Kalm
Carlos Kalmar
William Kamitakahara
Matthew Kane
Jonathan Kaplan & Sarah Malarkey
Serge Karpovich
Stephanie Kaza
Jake Keeler
Noel Keene
Don Keller
Loretta Keller
Barbara Kelley
Sara Kelly
William R. Kessler
Sameer Khanna
Marshall Kilduff
James Kilts Family Fund
Ian Kimmich

Eric Wan and Michele Goodman 
Fund of The Oregon Community 
Foundation 

David Gordon
Donald & Karen Grade
Joel T. Grade
Victor & Karen Grandidier
Pete Grannis
Shawn Granton
Nicholas Graves
Robin E. Green
James H. Greene
Mark Grismer
David Grohne
Josh Grube
David Grusin
Kathleen Guillozet
Candice Guth
Karen Guth
G. Hopkins Guy III
Joan E. Haab
Haase Family Foundation  

& Jason Haase
Mari Haddock
Thomas Haensly
John D. Haffenreffer
Kerry B. Hagen
Marisa Hagino
Leah K. Hair
Benjamin Halay
Jonathan Haley
Keith Hallman
Tod R. Hamachek & Barbara 

Callister
Margaret H. Hamachek
George F. Hamner
Blair Hampson
Nina Handelman
Mark Hankin
Bob Hannigan
Thomas M. Hansen
Billie-Raye Harken
Kelly Harrell
Joseph L. Harris
Jonathan Hart
Lee Hartman

Andrew Ekman
Elliqua Fund
Barnes H. Ellis
The James Huntington Foundation 

and Samuel H. Ellis
John R. Emrick
Charles Engelhard Foundation
Barb Engelter
Dianne Ensign
Susan and William Epstein 

Philanthropic Fund of The Jewish 
Community Foundation of the 
East Bay

Zach Epstein
Karen Erde
Todd Evanoff
Donald Evenson
Cobie Everdell
Rodger Fagerholm
Andrew Fairley
Scott Ferguson
Chandin Ferrari
Walter Finkbeiner
Ben Finkel
David Finkel
Susan Finkel
Jon Firehammer
Russell Fisher
Brendan Fitzpatrick
Christina Flaxel

Reuben H. Fleet Foundation Fund 
at the San Diego Foundation

David Fleming
John Fogelsong
Donald Fontenot
Charles H. Foster
Yetsuh Frank
Barbara Franklin
Christopher J. Franklin
Josh Frazier
Robin Friedman
Analee Fuentes
Tera Fukuhara
Marna Fullerton and the Fullerton 

Family Fund of the Minneapolis 
Foundation

Roger C. Furlong
Robert Gandolfi
Gretchen Gardner
Schwab Charitable Fund and 

Lawrence & Pamela Garlick
Scott Garvey
Taylor Gibson
Sha Gleason
Matt Godorich
Ken Goldberg
Matthew Goldman
The Kongsgaard - Goldman Fund  

at the Seattle Foundation
Lynn C. Goodman

Angus and Senta Wilson.

2017 Donors (cont.)

Deke Welles and Scott Carlson on the Dean River, B.C.
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Julian Kindrish
Kirsten J. Kinsman
Rick Klein
Roger Klingelhoffer
Jason Klivington
Calvin Knight
Anneliese Koehler
Martha Koerner
Amy Kohnstamm
Jeffrey Kohnstamm
Kohnstamm Family Foundation
Malle Kollom
Nancy Korutz
Kim & Jay Kosa
Jim & Maureen Kosa
James N. Kramer
Paul Kranhold
John Kresge
Jeanne Kubal
Curtis Kuester
Arianna Kupras
Peter Kurey
Rick Kustich
Stephen Kyle
Mary Laase
E. Randolph Labbe

Brian Lanahan
Ray J. Lane
Thomas Lange
Allan R. Larson
Drew Larson
Kelly Larson
Peter Laskier
William Lazar
David Leaf
Adam Lee
Peter J. Lee
Desmond Leech
Ian Leech
Erin Legg
Todd Lemoine
Bill Lenehan
Jeff LeVine
Francisco Leyva
Wendy Lichtenbaum
Linda Deery Nelson Fund
Ray Link
Bob Linsenman
Patty Linville
Sarah Livingstone
Lynn and Jack Loacker
Bethany A. Loberg
Erin Lodwick
Kathy Lombardi
Steve Lombardi
Stuart R. Lombardi
Barry Lopez
Adrian Lopez-Mobilia
Joseph Lucas
William Lum
James Lung
Molly Lusignan
Frances Lynch
Emily Lyth
Justin Machus
Peggy Macko
Cargill MacMillan III and Sally 

MacMillan
WEM Foundation and Whitney  

& Betty MacMillan
Mary E. Magill
John & Jane Malarkey
Tom Malarkey

Tucker Malarkey
Ivan Marcotte
The Margaret M. Hixon Fund
Pamela Marley
Scott Marr
Jeffrey Martin
Mark D. Martin
James & Sara Martineau
Megan & John Martinelli
Alexa Martinez
Michael Martinez
Christopher Masciocchi
Alison Matheny
Hilary Matson
Henry Mauz
Lisa Mayberry
Kate Mayer
Brent Maynard
Stephen McCarthy
William McConnell
Pam & John McCosker Charitable 

Fund
Duncan S. McDonnell
Jesse McFadden
Megan McFarland
Julia McGunigle
Michael McHugh
Keith McIntire
McLaughlin Family Foundation
Laureston McLellan
Patricia McManus
Tyler McRae
Robert Mead
Patricia Meeks
Kunal Mehra
Dave Mendenhall
Rebecca Mendez
Sherli Micik
Normandy Corporation and 

Michael D. Mercier
B. Jenkins J. Middleton
Jordan Millar
John D. Miller
Kelly Miller
Lin Miller
Ananda Fund & Tara Milliken
Roger M. Mills

Jessica Minifie
William F. Mink
Jessica Minnier
Mintkeski Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation
Nikita Mishin
John D. Miskulin
Alison Mitchell
Exploring Flooring & Robert 

Mitchell
Michael Montgomery
Robert Montgomery

Charley Moore
Michael Moore
Chuck & Melinda Moos
Thomas Moran
Diane Morgan
Thomas Morris
Ken Morrish
Sara Morton
Prairie Foundation and Colin  

& Martha Moseley
Spark Charitable Foundation and 

Furman & Susan Moseley
Paul Moseley
Henry Mottl

Paul Munn
Kayla Murphy
Emily Myeres
Indira Nallakrishnan
Murali Nallakrishnan
Elizabeth Nehlig
David Nelson
Jeffrey Nelson
Linda Nelson
Scott Nelson
William H. Neukom
Carol Newman

Pamela Newman
Clay Newton
Thien Nguyen
Den Nichols
Jane Nicolai
Kimberly Niedermaier
Rachel Niedner-Bonman
Courtney Nielson
Norene Family Trust
Cristin Norine
Patricia Norman
Bruce Nourish
Elizabeth Noyes
Miles J. Novy

L. Mark Weeks, Tugur River.

WSC Board Member Loretta 
Keller enjoying the salmonfly 
hatch (with one on her hat)  
on Oregon's Deschutes River.

G
ui

do
 R

ah
r

C
hr

is
 O

'D
on

ne
ll

29>



Luree Ohigashi Oasay
John Obermeyer
Jon Ocker
Susan & Roy O'Connor
The Elinor K. Ogden Living Trust  

and Elinor & Bill Ogden
Tom & Linda Ohaus
William O'Laughlin
Jonathan Olch
Tim O'Leary
Kenneth Edward Olivier & Angela 

Nomellini
Joshua Olson
James O'Neill
Phil & Cassy Ordway - Nushka Fund
Sarah Orizaga
Paulette Orth
William B. Otteson
Amee Pacheco
Paladin Fund
C. M. Palmer
Sally Schiff Park
Nat Parker
Livingston Parsons
Patagonia.com
Bobolink Foundation and Merritt  

& Heather Paulson
Audie J. Paulus
David Payne
Rob Perkin
Heidi Perry
John W. Person
George R. Pess
Randall M. Peterman
Gloria J. Pfeif
Viet T. Phan
David & Ellen Phelps
Jennifer & Charlie Phelps
Max Phillips
Robert Phillips
John & Dianne Pierson
James Pigott
Rebecca Pillsbury
Hope and Summer Pingree Fund
Laren Pitcairn
Robin Pitt

Alan Platt
Rosie Platt
Emanuela Plesa
Code Blue Charitable Foundation, 

Inc. and Dan & Shari Plummer
Sally B. Polk
David J. Pollock
Allen Pool
Tom Popowich
Aaron Poresky
Stacey Posnett
Daniel J. Powell
Aaron Poynton
David Pribnow
Pachamon Prongdong
Alexander Puschnig
David Putegnat
Guido & Lee Rahr
Morgan Raleigh
Jedediah Raskie
Mahinda Ratnayake
Doug Ray
Mahala Ray
MCM Foundation and Morgan 

Read
The Dabney Point Fund of the 

Seattle Foundation and Mr.  
& Mrs. William G. Reed, Jr.

Deborah Reeves
Joe & Shirley Regan
Gloria Reich
Joe Reinhart
Kirsten Reinhart
Randolph Repass and The Repass-

Rodgers Family Foundation
George Revel
Jane Ribadeneyra
Robert Rice
Megan Richardson
Andrew S. Richter
Morgan Rider
Fraser Rieche
Kim Roach
Beth Roberts
Andrew Robinson
Colin Robinson
Jeanne Robinson

Joshua Robison
John Rodelli
Steve Rodriguez
Christine Rogers
Charles B. Root
Jim Root
Bob J. Rosenberg
John P. Rosenberg
Isadora Roth
Dennis Roy
Meg Ruby
The Leo Model Foundation  

and Marjorie Russel 
Thomas C. Russell
Linda Ruswinkle
Ladd D. Rutherford
Cecily Ryan
Yale Sacks
The Sage Fund
Darcy Saiget
Ed Sangster
Marlene Sapinsley and 100th 

Monkey Foundation
Ali Sarantakos
Elizabeth Sarratt
Maria Scanelli
Amy Scheele
Ronald Schell

2017 Donors (cont.)

Golden Gate Salmon Association 
CEO John McManus and WSC 
Board Member John McCosker.

BOARD SPOTLIGHT:  

Mitch Zuklie
Orrick Chairman and inno-
vative tech attorney Mitch 
Zuklie doesn’t name favor-
ites when it comes to extraor-
dinary rivers: “If a Chinook or 
steelhead calls it home, I am 
happy to be there.” 

But he does have a special 
affinity for Alaska. “The first 

time I visited Alaska, about 20 years ago, I simply could not 
believe its scale. The epic rivers, mountains, and estuaries. 
The numbers of fish. It was and remains magical to me,” 
says Zuklie.  “It was all the more impactful because of where 
I grew up: Connecticut. That state is about 100 miles by 
70 miles, and its largest state park is about 4,000 acres. I 
grew up fishing for brook trout with a 2 weight rod on small 
streams, a far cry from the Nushagak, Kvichak or Susitna.”

Mitch joined Wild Salmon Center’s board in 2016 not only for 
his love of Chinook and steelhead, but because he was drawn 
to the organization’s science-based approach, its focus on 
strongholds for wild fish, and WSC’s “willingness to both lis-
ten to, and partner with, other organizations.”

Wild Salmon Center is lucky to have Mitch’s thoughtful per-
spective on the direction of our conservation work. “It’s natu-
ral to focus on what is most at risk. But it’s far more efficient 
to preserve what is not already broken… even if it’s much 
harder politically to galvanize and sustain support for this 
proactive approach.” 

In addition to the prudent reasons for Mitch’s support of 
Wild Salmon Center, there’s a deeper, more emotional reason 
as well: “I have a daughter, Hannah, who just finished her 
first year in college. And a son, Angus, who is about to be a 
senior in high school. As a result, I think about the question 
of legacy for the next generation often,” says Zuklie. “I’d hope 
that our legacy will be to develop a thoughtful playbook for 
responsible development.” 
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Mark Schifrin
Jeff Schillings
Ulrich Schmid-Maybach
Steve Schmidt
Dorothy C. Schoonmaker
Erika Schroeder
Shawn Schueller
Caitlin Scott
Matthew Scott
Robert G. Scott
Sean Scott
John & Dorcy Seethoff
Mark Seligman

Joseph Selle
Stephanie Semke
Gary Seput
Dimitri Sevastopoulo
Garry Shamis
Steven M. Shapiro
Harriet Sheridan
Karma Sherpa
Ilya Sherbovich
Vlad Shulman
Shannon Sims
Ellen Singer

Emily Sinn
Wayne E. Skidmore
Jason K. Smesrud
Chris Smith
James A. Smith
Kyle Smith
Matthew T. Smith
Sagen Smith
Zandy Smith
Fukta Soinak-B
Peter J. Solomon
David Sotelo
Michael and Diane Soules
Kenneth L. Spalding
James M. Spencer
Alan Springer
Laura Squillace
Andrew Staheli
Beth Starrett
Roy Stein
Max Stepanian
Michael Stepanian
Robert Stern
Terry Sternberg
Maryanne Stewart
Al Stone
Rebecca Stone
Shawn Stottlar
Louise K. Stumph
Shannon Sturgis
Andrew Suchocki
Joe Sugura
Michael Sutton
John F. Swift
Paul Swigart
Henry T. Swigert
Founder's Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation & Mr. 
William R. Swindells

Kay Syrrist
Eugenia Tam
Alan Tausch
Alexander Taylor
Andrew Taylor
Benjamin R. Taylor
Thomas D. Thacher
AJ Thackrah

Chris and Amy Dorsey.

Dennis Therry
Amanda Thomas
Amy Thomas
Helen Thompson
Nick Thorpe
Dan & Sheryl Tishman and the 

Dan & Sheryl Tishman Family 
Foundation

Thomas Tobiason
John Tomke
Joe H. Tonahill
Mike Torpey
Todd True
Charlie Travis
Peter Tronquet
Beverly M. Trover
Alec Trusty
Wendy Tsien
Margaret & Tom Tuchmann
Scott Tucker
James Turner
John Tyler
Christopher Untch
Rachel M. Uris
Erich Vaden
Melody Valdini
Emily Van Buren
Robert Van Dyk
Kjell van Zoen
Martin Vandepas
Victoria Vanneman
Sarita Vasquez
Chris Vertopoulos
Richard Vincent
Eric M. von der Heyden
Marie Wakefield
Joseph L. Walicki
Schwab Charitable Fund and  

Brooks & Summer Walker
Pic Walker and the Vermont 

Community Foundation
Seth Walker
Vaughn R. Walker
The Walter T. Haswell III Wild 

Environment Fund
Travis Walters
Thomas H. Warburton

Nancy Ward
Lincoln Ware
Peter Ware
The Swigert-Warren Foundation  

and Nani & Robert C. Warren, Jr.
Robert Webber
Nancy Webster
Ed & Vivian Weddle
Sally Weed
William F. Weege
Victor Weinstein
Lawrence Weisberg
John Weisel
Richard E. Weiss
Deke and Hope Welles 
Georgia Welles
Deb Wessler
Helen Westbrook
Brandon White
F. T. White
R. D. Wiancko
Jeanelle Wiley
Carrie L. Wilks
Michael Willis
David A. Willmott
Angus Wilson
James Wilson
Turner A. Wingo
Donald Winn
Anne Winthrop

Loring H. Winthrop
Matt Wish
Tara Wofford
Andrew Wright
Wyncote Foundation Northwest
Carol Young
Stanford Young
John Yun
Suzanne & Craig Zarling
Shaddy B. Zeineddine
Cheston Zimmer
Catherine Zinn
Mitch & Holly Zuklie

Jim Kennedy and Alex Taylor on the Harrison River, B.C.
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Susan Barton-Venner in honor of 
Tad Handris

Julia Beckerman in honor of John 
Beckerman

David Brantley in honor of the 
Skeena River

Natalee Braun in honor of Erik 
Skopin

Melissa Brown in memory of Bill 
Snow

Justin Buell in honor of Brooks 
Walker

Ron Byers in honor of Julie Byers
Linda Cadzow in honor of Ben 

Cooper
Debbi Collier in memory of George 

Marlatt
Nathan Collin in memory of Ingrid 

Kacher
Hannah Coman in honor of Peter 

W. Ganter
The Da Capo Fund for Bruce Hill 

Legacy Fund
Tim Dahms in honor of The 

Sheahan Family/Casey Sheahan
Jon Duane in honor of Bill Neukom
Sandra Farkas in honor of Kate 

Taylor
Mark Ferguson in memory of The 

United States of America
Susan Finkel in honor of David 

Finkel
Esther L. Freeman in honor of Asher 

Lerman Freeman
Mari Haddock in honor of Crystal 

Creek Lodge
Kim Hamilton in memory of Paul 

Hamilton
Lisa K. Hansen in memory of Dr. 

Keith Hansen
Cindy Hermanson in honor of 

Joseph and Shirley Regan
Michael Hernandez in honor of 

Jorge Hernandez
Joyce Hill in memory of Bruce Hill
Ben Hindman in honor of Arty 

Hindman
Raymond Hogan in memory of 

Fredrica Klein

William P. Hutchison in honor of 
Bob Van Dyk 

Tracy Hyland in honor of Lily Brod
Shannon Johnson in honor of Bari 

and Trina Johnson
Bridget Gless Keller in honor of 

Loretta Keller
Parkes Kendrick in memory of Scott 

Smith
Kew Media Group in honor of Tom 

Butterfield
Nancy Korutz in honor of Michael 

Korutz
Christine Larsen in honor of Kaia 

and Dan's wedding
Pamela McAdams in honor of Jeff 

Ostrom
Catharine McNall in honor of 

Randall Peterman
Patrick Moloney in honor of Nicolas 

James Moloney
Gail A. Murphy in honor of Ken 

Guinasso
Remie Murray in honor of Nelle-

Terpening Murray
Castra Nemici in honor of  

Kathleen Coy

Ellen M. Newman in honor of 
William Neukom

Erika Niemi in honor of Daren 
Niemi

Luke Obermeyer in honor of Colleen  
& Bill Pfeiffer

Ocutech, Inc in memory of Bruce Hill

Nehalem field trip with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

Russian partners Natalia Lisitsyn (Sakhalin Environment Watch), 
Nikolai and Varvara Vorobiova (Wild Salmon Territory), Viacheslav 
Kozlov and Valentina Mezentseva (Boomerang).

Russian partner Dmitry Lisitsyn 
(Sakhalin Environment Watch).

Stronghold Guardians 
(Monthly & Quarterly Donors)
Anonymous
Andy Askren
Justin Boucher
Charlie E. Chambers
Theodore Chu
Shannon Coriden
David Drouin
Simon Finney
Bertil Harström
Taylor K. Hesselgrave
Kacy Holven
Stephanie Johnson
Matthew Kenny
Margaret Lindley
Sarah Lonigro
Susannah May
Jerry P. McKnight
Thomas Pak
Jason Parker
Tami Paulus
David S. Phelps
Jeff H. Reese
Douglas Rohn
Brent Ross
Ellen Saunders
Stephen Starke

Chip Stringer 
Stuart Stringer
Tye Sundlee
James Teal
Thomas Toretta
Justin Tulk
Janet Williamson
Peter Williamson
Andrew Yost

Honor and Memorial Gifts
13th Moon Brouwerij in honor of  

Ari Moss
Steven Aguilu in honor of the United 

States Environmental Protection 
Agency

Anonymous in honor of Eli "Danger 
Dog" Aizenman

Anonymous in honor of Greg Baugh
Anonymous in honor of Maynard 

Mailander
Dianne Arrigoni in honor of Peter 

Arrigoni and Kelli Cronin
Helen Ashton in honor of Thomas 

Ashton
Victoria Bartlett in honor of Wayne 

& Chris Bartlett, Jan Bartlett, 
Shannon Echavarria, Wayne, 
Jordann, & River Bartlett, Kevin 
Bartlett, Michelle Smith, Lauren 
Meyers, Susan
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Pacific Union School's 4th Graders 
in honor of California's wild 
salmon

C. M. Palmer in honor of Jack 
Palmer

Lindsay F. and Patti Paxton Eberts 
Fund for Bruce Hill Legacy Fund 

Elizabeth Pike in memory of Bruce 
Hill

Margaret Rahr in memory of Laurie 
Rahr

Kathryn Refi in honor of Theo Rafi
Molly Reusser in memory of Gaylen 

Senger
Randolph Rush in memory of James 

R McCole MD
Michael Schulte in memory of Mara 

Brightstar
Caroline Skinner in memory of 

Richard M. Skinner III
Susan Skinner in honor of 

Kathleen Sullivan, Clatsop County 
Commissioner

Kathleen Stone in memory of Tyler 
Miles

Cathleen Summers in honor of 
Thomas Summers

Cathleen Summers in honor of Pat 
Crowley and Dan Plummer

Judith F. Tattersall in memory of  
J. Tattersall

The Walter T. Haswell III Wild 
Environment Fund in memory of 
"Wild Salmon" Tommie

Patricia Thompson in honor of 
Annabel

Stephen Thompson in memory of 
Helen M Thompson

Shawn Thomson in honor Scarlett 
and MacCormick Thomson

Pic Walker and the Vermont 
Community Foundation in 
memory of Bruce Hill

Mary Wuest in honor of Woody 
Koppl

Wilburforce Foundation grant 
in memory of Bruce Hill to 
SkeenaWild

Gifts-in-Kind
Bar Car
Brew Dr. Kombucha
Carrileufu River Lodge
Crystal Creek Lodge
Fish The Swing
Fly Water Travel
Hopworks Urban Brewery
Lamborn Family Vineyards
Lange Estate Winery
Mountain Rose Herbs
Outdoor Project
Pacific Rim Winemakers
Patagonia Portland
Skeena Spey Lodge
The Conservation Angler
University Of Nevada Reno
USDA Forest Service PNW 

Research Station

Matching Gift Companies
Apple
Columbia Sportswear
Daimler Trucks North America
Google, Inc.
Intel
Johnson & Johnson Family of 

Companies Matching Gift 
Program

JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Lam Research
Microsoft Giving Program
Morgan Stanley
Salesforce.org

Fisheries biologist and WSC partner Mikhail Skopets with a 
Siberian taimen.

FINANCIALS: Five Year Retrospective

* Revenue includes new funds raised during each calendar year and 
contributions pledged for work in future years.

The Wild Salmon Center has been awarded 
the “Best in America” Seal of Excellence 
by the Independent Charities of America 
and Local Independent Charities of 
America. This signifies that, upon rigorous 
independent review, the organization 
met the highest standards of public 
accountability, as well as program and  
cost effectiveness.

Wild Salmon Center has 
received consistently high 
ratings for sound fiscal 
management from Charity 
Navigator. 

Revenue* Expenses

Revenue & Expenses 2013-2017

D
O

LL
A

R
S 

(I
N

 M
IL

LI
O

N
S)

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

0
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 5 YR AVG

WSC is a grantee of The Conservation Alliance, a group of 
outdoor industry companies that disburses collective annual 
membership dues to grassroots environmental organizations. 
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Wild Salmon Center Staff
Guido Rahr, President  

& Chief Executive 
Emily Anderson, Alaska Director 
Oakley Brooks, Communications 

Director
Tara Brown, Oregon Policy 

Associate
Devona Ensmenger, Washington  

Sr Program Manager
David Finkel, VP of Development  

& Communications and Executive 
Director of The Stronghold Fund

Kathy Holler, Chief Financial Officer
Kacy Holven, Staff Accountant
Lori Alexander Howk, Sr Media 

Design Manager
Kim Kosa, Development Director
Sara LaBorde, Executive VP
Hollye Maxwell, Executive Assistant 
Amee Pacheco, Grants Manager
Audie Paulus, Development & 

Communications Coordinator
Ashley Rood, Staff Writer
Matt Sloat, Ph.D., Director of 

Science
Mark Trenholm, Coastal Program 

Director
Sam Snyder, Ph.D., Alaska Sr 

Campaign Manager
Bob Van Dyk, Ph.D., Oregon and 

California Policy Director 
Mariusz Wroblewski, Western Pacific 

Program Director

Interns and Volunteers
Spencer Daigle, Administration
Anna Lane

Right: WSC staff on Washington 
Coast, floating the Clackamas River, 
and greeting guests at a Give!Guide 
event at Patagonia Portland.
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& Board of Directors
David K. Welles, Chairman, Ohio
Frank L. Cassidy, Jr., Washington
John Childs, Massachusetts
John Dixon, Washington
Tom Hansen, California
Loretta Keller, California
Kirill Kuzishchin, Russia
John McCosker, Ph.D., California
Nikita Mishin, Russia
Tim O’Leary, Oregon
Randall Peterman, Ph.D.,  

British Columbia
Daniel Plummer, California
Guido Rahr, Oregon
Fraser Rieche, British Columbia
Ilya Sherbovich, Russia
Art Sterritt, British Columbia
William R. Swindells, Oregon
Ivan Thompson, British Columbia
Brooks Walker, California
Mitch Zuklie, California

Emeritus
Serge Karpovich
Dmitry S. Pavlov, Ph.D.
Peter Seligmann
Peter W. Soverel (Founder)
Jack Stanford, Ph.D.

Front cover: Tutka Bay in Southeast 
Alaska (Erin McKittrick, Ground 
Truth Trekking). Back cover: Alaska 
bear (Pat Clayton).
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721 NW Ninth Ave, Suite 300 
Portland, OR 97209 
(503) 222-1804

wildsalmoncenter.org

https://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/
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