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It started with a map, and a vision.  

At Wild Salmon Center’s spring 2000 board meeting, I presented 
a strategy that would focus our work for the next 20 years.  

The vision was an archipelago of protected watersheds securing 
the “best of the best”—the most productive and ecologically 
healthy Pacific salmon ecosystems. Not just for salmon, but all 
the wild species and communities they sustain. 

We looked at a map of the entire North Pacific that showed a 
stronghold archipelago arching through mountains, forests, 
and rivers to bring together Japan, the Russian Far East, British 
Columbia, Alaska, and the Pacific Northwest. 

This vision clearly represented the most ambitious ecosystem 
conservation effort ever attempted across four countries on the 
Pacific Rim. But how to make it real?

We settled on a simple strategy: safeguard each river with 
proactive habitat and wild fish protections, while building up 
local and regional organizations to anticipate and block new 
threats. We made a multidecadal commitment to each river 
system, knowing many changes wouldn’t be immediate.

Over years of trial and error, we learned how to effectively 
partner, how to balance science and advocacy, and how to 
navigate local and regional politics. We kept our eyes on the 
prize, and eventually the wins came: eight new national and 
regional parks, thousands of river miles with expanded riparian 
setbacks, more than six and a half million acres of habitat 
protected. We’ve helped transform Russia’s commercial 
salmon fishing industry, and won successful campaigns to 
block hydroelectric dams, gold mines, clearcut logging, and fish 
hatchery expansion. In fact, we have yet to lose a fight to defend 
our strongholds from major threats.  

The stronghold strategy is working. Now we must meet this 
moment—one of heightened threats from climate change, 
resource extraction, and geopolitical strife. The Russian Far 
East is a critical part of the stronghold archipelago, yet war in 
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the Ukraine has been horrific, deeply 
straining U.S.-Russia relations. We remain 
committed to our Russian partners—
with whom we have worked closely for 
decades—and to the conservation of the 
world-class salmon watersheds that flow 
into the Western Pacific. 

To make the stronghold network permanent, we need to 
build on our strengths, scale up our work, and accelerate 
conservation across the North Pacific. 

Rivers are living things, and salmon swim through them like 
the nutrients that feed all organisms. Like every living thing, 
rivers need an immune system to repel the threats that the 
future will bring. The passion, commitment, and effectiveness 
of local conservation groups form the heart of this response 
system. Even against huge odds—and large multinational 
corporations—powerful local voices can win out. Knowing 
this, we’re prioritizing grants and staff support for partner 
organizations across the North Pacific. But our long-term goal 
is a permanent fund to sustain these defenders in perpetuity.  

Our work has ripple effects beyond salmon conservation. 
Across the 100 million acre stronghold archipelago, we’ll 
also be making key contributions to global biodiversity 
conservation and carbon sequestration.  

Conservation is a long game. We’ve come far, but in many 
ways, we’re just getting started. Our plan will succeed with 
the gift we give our children: some of the most biologically 
important—and beautiful—places anywhere, and a thriving 
stronghold network built by the most ambitious wild salmon 
conservation effort ever envisioned.

Guido Rahr 
President and Chief Executive
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celebrating

years

14 organizations launched, 
including the Coastal Rivers 
Conservancy, and currently 
supporting 25 total (pg. 24)

70% of Kamchatka salmon 
fisheries by volume now either 

certified by the Marine  
Stewardship Council or actively 

in pre-certification (pg. 8)

5 major projects  
stopped, shelved, or stalled, 

including three dams, an LNG 
pipeline, and Pebble Mine (pg. 6)

60,000 miles of 
Oregon rivers and streams 

safeguarded through expanded 
riparian habitat rules (pg. 10)

Building on our success  
for generations to come.
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Sustaining  

100s of  
salmon-reliant  

species

6.7 million acres of 
salmon habitat protected 

across the Pacific Rim (pg. 8) 89 rivers designated for 
wild fish conservation (pg. 11)



Winning the Fight for 
Bristol Bay’s Future
When it comes to salmon strongholds, Bristol Bay is our 
North Star. This vast, pristine Alaskan watershed drains an 
area the size of Wisconsin, riven with wild tributaries that 
support the greatest sockeye salmon runs on Earth.

We’ve always known that we can’t lose Bristol Bay. That’s 
why salmon advocates have been fighting against Pebble 
Mine since 2005, when it was first proposed for Bristol Bay’s 
headwaters. 

Wild Salmon Center dove into this battle more than a decade 
ago. In the years since, we’ve helped to build the Bristol Bay 
Defense Fund—our Tribal-led coalition backed by fishers, 
conservation groups, and the majority of Alaskans—and to 
drive the campaign into the national spotlight. The coalition 
has provided the science on why Pebble Mine is the wrong 
mine in the wrong place. We’ve marshaled politicians, celebri-
ties, and millions of citizens to speak out against the mine. Yet 
despite the U.S. government’s own findings that Pebble poses 
an insupportable risk to Bristol Bay, this mining plan came 
dangerously close to getting key federal permits in 2020.

We never stopped fighting: from building bipartisan 
opposition to Pebble in Washington, to winning a science-
based decision to deny permits, to making sure the issue was 
a priority for the incoming Biden administration. In fall 2021, 
the Environmental Protection Agency restarted the process 
to permanently protect Bristol Bay under the federal Clean 
Water Act: something our coalition has long demanded. 

Now we’re gearing up for a major campaign and public 
comment push to make sure that EPA finishes the job. 
Because Bristol Bay isn’t just the world’s greatest sockeye 
salmon fishery; it’s become a symbol of what’s possible when 
we apply smart, relentless pressure over decades. And that’s 
why Pebble’s last chapter is finally within sight.

Bristol Bay, Alaska
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After 126 years of recorded 
data, Bristol Bay—the world’s 
largest sockeye salmon 
fishery—continues to lead 
the world with record runs of 
over 50 million since 2015.

Amplifying Susitna Voices
Alaska’s Susitna River is one of North America’s largest 
undammed rivers and an ecological treasure—supporting 
five Pacific salmon species, stunning wildlife, a commercial 
fishery, and more than 20 backcountry sport fishing lodges.

We’ve long recognized the extraordinary value of this 
salmon system. And we’ve fought in the past to protect 
it: helping rally a powerful grassroots coalition in 2016 
that stopped the proposed Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric 
Project—a dam even larger than Hoover. 

Right now, local leaders in the fishing and tourism 
industries are rallying again as we work to head off the 
West Susitna Access Road, a 100-mile, publicly-financed 
plan that would pave the way for hard-rock mining, 
logging, and other development projects throughout the 
Susitna drainage. 

In the Susitna and in salmon rivers across the North 
Pacific, passionate local communities are key to securing 
a future for wild salmon strongholds. When communities 
center on salmon runs and devotion to place, they’re ready 
to ward off threats like this destructive road.  
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“Bristol Bay is one of the most special places 
on Earth. No mine is worth risking a fishery  
that feeds the world.”

 — Emily Anderson, Alaska Program Director
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A Growing Network  
of Protected Rivers
The roots of Wild Salmon Center trace back to the rivers of 
the Russian Far East. Thirty years ago, we realized that remote 
rivers like the Tugur, Kol, and Uda represent some of the most 
important salmon ecosystems left on Earth. Three regions 
of Russia—Khabarovsk, Sakhalin Island, and Kamchatka—
account for a third of the Pacific Rim’s wild salmon. 

We made it our mission to keep these systems intact. We’ve  
helped to introduce a sustainable fishing model in Kamchatka, 
where 70 percent of salmon fisheries by volume are now 
Marine Stewardship Council-certified or working towards a  
plan for certification. And with our partners, we’ve safeguarded 
nearly seven million acres of salmon habitat. Half of this 
acreage was won in 2021: the result of perseverance and close 
collaboration with local organizations like the Khabarovsk 
Wildlife Foundation.

With KWF, we helped make the scientific justification for two 
new reserves on Khabarovsk’s Tugur and Maia Rivers: reserves 
protecting 3.7 million acres of tributaries and mainstem, an 
area surpassing the size of Yellowstone. The Tugur supports 
seven salmonid species—including taimen, the largest 
of these species—and wildlife ranging from Blakiston’s 
fish owls to wolves and Manchurian elk. The Uda River, of 
which the Maia is the largest tributary, is also an important 
salmon producer, and one of the last places on Earth that still 
produces giant salmon-eating taimen.

Protected area status for the Tugur and Maia ensures that 
these vast ecosystems can continue to serve as some of 
the planet’s most effective carbon sinks, and also as brakes 
against expanding threats from logging, mining, and industrial 
development. 

“Salmon conservation in the Russian Far East is at an inflec-
tion point,” says WSC President & CEO Guido Rahr. “These 
rivers aren’t yet degraded by development, but without protec-
tion, they will be. Now, more than ever, we support our Russian 
partners working to keep these extraordinary rivers intact.”

Maia or Tugur River

Of 11 Russian salmon river 
systems identified as priorities 
for conservation in 2002 by 
WSC and Russian scientists, 
8 are now safeguarded in 
regional and national parks.
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Mapping Taimen Diversity
In our 30-year history of Trans-Pacific partnerships, we’ve seen 
the power of science to build bridges. In the Western Pacific, 
research by WSC Science Director Dr. Matt Sloat and an inter-
national team seeks to shine light on taimen, the largest of all 
salmonid species and among the least studied.

In a 2021 study, Dr. Sloat’s team helped analyze Siberian 
taimen DNA from three remote Russian and Mongolian river 
systems: the Tugur, Amur, and the Arctic-flowing Yenisei. This 
work holds insights for conservationists working to ensure that 
taimen survive the challenges of modern climate change.

Among the findings are genetic distinctions among taimen 
from different watersheds, as populations adapted to local 
conditions over time. In the Tugur, home to some of the 
world’s healthiest remaining taimen populations, genetic 
diversity was unexpectedly high: data that can help facilitate 
future comparisons and identify early signs elsewhere of 
genetic diversity loss.

“The world’s rivers are changing before our eyes,” says Dr. 
Sloat. “If salmon and taimen are to survive, the answers likely 
begin with the genetic baselines we’re now starting to build.”

Tugur River, Khabarovsk

“In the Russian Far East, a growing network of protected 
areas is securing salmon strongholds and their priceless 
benefits for people near and far.”

— Mariusz Wroblewski, Western Pacific Director
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Huge Milestones for 
Oregon Forests and Fish 
In the Lower 48, the largest collection of strong wild salmon 
runs is in Oregon, all of them traveling through private land. 
But our science shows that the state’s lack of adequate 
riparian setbacks, which directly contribute to rising stream 
temperatures, are among the greatest threats to these wild 
runs. That’s why our Oregon team has focused on policy 
reforms that protect forest waters since the start of the 
millennium. In the past year, we’ve achieved historic wins 
—and the groundwork for future wins—across the Oregon  
forest landscape. 

After years of grappling with industrial timber companies, 
WSC Oregon Director Bob Van Dyk led an effort to broker 
an unprecedented accord with the industry to overhaul the 
Oregon Forest Practices Act to better protect wild salmon 
streams on 10 million acres of private forestlands. Our hard 
work came to fruition in early 2022, when the legislature 
passed the monumental Private Forest Accord, securing long-
term protections for salmon and cold, clean water across 
tens of thousands of stream miles that flow through private 
Oregon forestland. 

We’ve also long sought a multidecadal agreement to protect 
key North Coast strongholds on state forestlands. In early 
2022, the state legislature established the Elliott State 
Research Forest, unshackling this 82,000-acre coho 
stronghold from logging mandates and transforming 
much of it into a conservation and research forest. 
Next, we expect the Oregon Board of Forestry to vote 
on a plan to protect hundreds of thousands of acres 
on the Tillamook Rainforest. 

“These long, hard-fought campaigns are showing us 
a way out of Oregon’s Timber Wars,” says Van Dyk. 
“With these legislative milestones, we’re closer than 
ever to achieving a land management ethos that 
reflects today’s values.”
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100-110 ft
(up to 70ft 
on some 
larger 
streams)
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STREAM 
No-Cut 
Zones 

Previous         Approved Oregon Stream Buffers*vs.

* On Oregon westside private forests under the Private Forest Accord

Umpqua River

Expanding Wild Fish 
Sanctuaries
With climate change already 
impacting rivers around the North 
Pacific, protecting wild fish genetic 
diversity is key to securing  
a future for salmon.

Wild fish zones—areas where wild 
populations are prioritized over 
hatchery production and closely 
monitored for health—aim to 
do just that. These zones help 
safeguard the genetic diversity of 
locally adapted wild salmonids, 
protecting a portfolio of survival 
strategies to get them through the 
current and future climate crisis.

In December 2021, the Oregon 
Fish & Wildlife Commission 
expanded its network of wild 
fish zones south to the 
California border, building 
on a novel WSC-backed 
2014 plan that created zones 
from the Columbia River to 
Cape Blanco. This creates the 
largest network of wild fish 
management zones south of 
Canada (see map at right). 

If successful, it could offer a 
new model for salmon strongholds 
elsewhere. 

“As any good investment manager knows, you need diversity 
to survive unpredictable conditions,” says WSC President & 
CEO Guido Rahr. “That’s absolutely true of salmon as well. 
Preserving genetic diversity is our best tool for helping salmon 
adapt to a changing world.”

Oregon

In 2001, we launched our 
campaign for Oregon forestry 
reform. We’re now on track to 
protect 310,000+ acres of state 
land in addition to up to one 
million acres of private land 
protected by the Forest Accord.
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“With the Private Forest Accord, Oregon is now 
responding with needed urgency to protect salmon and 
steelhead and the clean, cold water that they require.”

— Bob Van Dyk, Oregon and California Policy Director 

WASHINGTON

OREGON

CALIFORNIA

Nehalem

Tillamook Bay

Siletz

Yachats

N.F. Smith

L. Rogue

N. Umpqua
Coos Bay
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Illinois

For a more detailed map, go 
to: wildsalmoncenter.org/wfea

L. Umpqua

S. Umpqua
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Fishing Closer to Home
For the North Pacific’s Indigenous salmon communities, fish-
ing has historically happened in rivers. Modern commercial 
fishing is different; today, most “wild-caught” Pacific salmon 
in restaurants and grocery stores comes from fleets at sea. 

In “mixed-stock” ocean fisheries, countless migrating salmon 
runs mingle before heading to home rivers. When marine 
nets are drawn, catches can include members of far-flung 
salmon runs: some vulnerable, or even endangered.

Increasingly, Indigenous communities, scientists, and fish-
eries managers are seeking to direct commercial fisheries to 
abundant salmon stocks while reducing the impacts on at-risk 
salmon populations. Many are looking to the fishing practices 
of the past. From the near-shore pound nets of Sakhalin Is-
land’s Wild Salmon Territory to experimental fish weirs in Brit-
ish Columbia, selective fishing gear types are gaining traction, 
along with the concept of in-river “terminal fisheries.”

“Closer-to-home fisheries help us know exactly what we’re 
catching,” says WSC Salmon Watershed Scientist Dr. Will 
Atlas. “And selective fishing practices have been around for 
millennia. This is ancient, practical knowledge that can make 
a difference right now.”

Already, these practices are proving out on the Columbia 
River, where an experimental pound net established by 
Wild Fish Conservancy and supported by WSC has shown 
near-zero mortality for vulnerable species. That stellar track 
record convinced Washington officials to begin the process 
of legalizing traps as commercial fishing gear, potentially 
blazing a path for the rest of the West Coast.

Dr. Atlas and WSC board member Dr. Andrea Reid, a 
member of the Nisga’a Nation, are among those publishing 
studies in this new field of research.

“Selective fishing could be a game changer, and not just 
for salmon conservation,” Dr. Atlas says. “Our work shows 
that these techniques can deliver better results for all 
communities, including local fishers.”

Decoding Wild Fish DNA
On British Columbia’s Central Coast, genetically distinct 
salmon runs live in each watershed. This biodiversity 
protects long-term species health and resilience. 
Understanding salmonid genetic diversity is critical to 
improve wild fish conservation outcomes and fisheries 
management, and potentially drive selective fishing 
guidelines in B.C. and beyond.

That’s the aim of a new wild salmon genome project co-
led by Wild Salmon Center, Simon Fraser University, and 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, with funding from Genome 
BC’s GeneSolve program and other supporters. Field 
work is already underway in partnership with the Heiltsuk, 
Nuxalk, Kitasoo/Xai’xais, and Lax Kw’alaams First Nations, 
and the Coastal Rivers Conservancy. 

“Some of B.C.’s key salmon populations once supported 
large fisheries that have since collapsed,” says WSC 
Science Director Dr. Matt Sloat. “We want to understand 
how that happened, and direct fisheries away from 
vulnerable populations—especially ones that are the focus 
of recovery efforts.”

New data shows that among 
monitored Washington Coast 
Chinook populations, more 
than 80 percent of harvest 
occurs in marine fisheries 
outside the state.
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“A better future for salmon fisheries starts with 
supporting the revitalization of Indigenous fishing 
technologies and management practices that are 
rooted in conservation science.”

— Dr. Will Atlas, Salmon Watershed Scientist 
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Building the Science of 
Steelhead Recovery
Washington’s remote Olympic Peninsula is a steelheader’s 
mecca, home to cold, clean water and some of the best 
spawning and rearing habitat in the Lower 48. 

Yet for decades, Tribes, sportfishers, and management 
agencies have watched steelhead numbers plummet, while 
struggling to agree on recovery actions. In part, that’s 
because historical steelhead data—science capable of 
shining a broad lens on these trends—has been scarce. 

Filling in those data gaps for steelhead and other 
understudied salmonids is a priority for conservation 
scientists like Wild Salmon Center Science Director Dr. Matt 
Sloat. New studies from Dr. Sloat and colleagues find that 
Olympic Peninsula wild steelhead runs are half the size they 
were 70 years ago. And they’re also returning to freshwater 
one to two months later.

Knowing that steelhead have lost much of their critical 
genetic diversity—both from declines in early returning fish 
and overall population size—offers fisheries managers a way 
to plan for long-term steelhead recovery, says Dr. Sloat.  

“Our research shows that agencies will need strategies to 
restore the level of steelhead diversity within each river, 
including run timing, which underpinned the strong runs of 
the past,” Dr. Sloat says.

These insights are already expanding perspectives on steel-
head recovery. In November 2021, the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife created a community advisory panel 
to develop new, watershed-specific management plans for 
the state’s steelhead populations. WSC Government Affairs 
Director Jess Helsley, a panel member, says this approach rep-
resents a paradigm shift in the agency’s view of fishery health.

“This is an opportunity to fundamentally change how Wash-
ington’s coastal steelhead are managed,” Helsley says. “Let’s 
take the time to truly set steelhead on a recovery path.”

A Step Forward for Springers
From Northern California to Washington’s Chehalis River, 
spring Chinook face existential threats including dams, 
warming water, and habitat loss. June 2021 brought a 
significant win in the long fight to protect these prized, 
embattled wild fish runs, when the California Fish and 
Game Commission voted unanimously to support the 
petition of local Tribes by adding Upper Klamath-Trinity 
spring Chinook to the state’s Endangered Species List.

“The commissioners listened to Indigenous knowledge 
and the best available science,” says Wild Salmon Center 
Science Director Dr. Matt Sloat. “This is a huge step 
forward in the fight to recover these fish.”

The state ESA listing reflects the groundbreaking work of a 
team co-led by Dr. Tasha Thompson, now a postdoctoral 
fellow at WSC, which discovered a key gene distinguishing 
spring Chinook from their fall-run cousins. This gene drives 
springers to return to freshwater early enough to claim 
exclusive spawning habitat high in watersheds.

“The decision affirms what Dr. Thompson and her team 
made clear: that Klamath spring Chinook are genetically 
distinct and irreplaceable,” says Dr. Sloat. “But it’s also an 
acknowledgment that springers are nearing the brink, and 
we have much work to do.”
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Washington

New research shows that 
Olympic Peninsula steelhead 
runs have declined by 55 
percent since the 1950s—and 
now peak in March, one to 
two months later.
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“This is an opportunity to fundamentally change 
how Washington’s coastal steelhead are managed.” 

— Jess Helsley, Government Affairs Director 
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Salmon Restoration: 
Built to Scale
It started in the Siuslaw, a river that once supported one 
of the Oregon Coast’s largest runs of wild coho salmon. 
The plan, set out in a meticulously researched 2019 report, 
sought to recover the river’s threatened coho populations 
through high-leverage restoration work targeted in 11 priority 
Siuslaw watersheds over six years.

This strategic approach to salmon recovery is core to the 
Wild Salmon Center-run Coast Coho Partnership, a unique-
ly effective collaboration in which federal, state, and NGO 
partners work with coastal restoration teams to prioritize and 
fund restoration projects based on the best available science. 
In Washington, a similar approach forms the foundation of 
WSC’s Cold Water Connection campaign, a partnership work-
ing to reopen 125 miles of coastal salmon habitat by 2027. 

What both of our networks have in common—besides a 
focus on salmon as a keystone species—is the shovel-ready 
project pipeline that we’re now rolling out across the Pacific 
Northwest Coast. We’ve done the legwork: scoping the top 
projects among some 4,300 known Olympic Peninsula fish 
barriers, while building detailed strategic action plans for 
four—and counting—Oregon wild fish strongholds.  

Now we’re scaling up this work, implementing projects 
ranging from culvert replacements in Washington’s Sol Duc 
River to habitat improvements on working cattle ranches on 
Oregon’s Rogue River. In Oregon, our restoration and policy 
work supports the recovery of Oregon Coast coho: moving 
us closer to a goal of delisting the species from the federal 
Endangered Species Act.

“Watershed restoration work done right relies on local part-
ners and working relationships among neighbors,” says WSC 
Coastal Program Director Mark Trenholm. “To sustain this 
work—and accelerate it—you invest in the people working on 
the ground. This is our focus.”

Tapping New Funding Streams
In April, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s National Fish 
Passage Program awarded nearly $2.5 million to projects in 
Pacific Northwest salmon strongholds.

According to Wild Salmon Center Government Affairs Director 
Jess Helsley, it’s just the first of several rounds of funding 
from 2021’s federal infrastructure bill for fish barrier projects 
in Oregon, Washington, and California.

These new funding streams are match-made for the project 
pipeline we’ve built through our Cold Water Connection 
campaign in Washington. Together with our partners Trout 
Unlimited and the Coast Salmon Partnership, we’ve identified 
the most critical fish barrier projects on the Washington Coast. 
(Three, in the Quillayute basin, have received USFWS funding 
so far.) We’ve also leveraged private funds to kickstart the 
conceptual design work that Tribal and local governments 
often can’t afford.

“We built the Cold Water Connection campaign to remove 
barriers,” Helsley says. “That’s true for fish, and also for the 
local partners who might need a bit of help wading through 
streams—and sometimes red tape—to secure funding from 
an often cumbersome application process.”

From 1994 to 2005, mean 
annual abundance for Oregon 
Coast Coho salmon spawners 
was 85,543; from 2007 to 2019, 
that mean rose to 128,652.   
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Davis Slough, Coos River, Oregon

Northwest

“To sustain this work—and accelerate it—you 
invest in the people working on the ground.”

— Mark Trenholm, Coast Program Director
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In human history, the challenges for wild salmon and their 
home rivers have never been greater than what we face 
right now. Climate change and development threats are 
accelerating, creeping northward into even the wildest and 
most remote of salmon rivers. 

But over the last 30 years, we have created an organization 
capable of meeting this singularly challenging moment. 

Over the course of a generation, Wild Salmon Center 
has built a highly collaborative network of scientists, 
conservationists, fishers, businesses, and Tribal, First 
Nations, and government officials. This mobilized 
international community spans three nations across the 
vast arc of Pacific salmon rivers, bolstered by more than 
a dozen organizations and coalitions that we’ve helped 
launch. 

With our partners, we’ve secured major wins against dam-
aging development in some of the world’s best remaining 
salmon systems—from Bristol Bay to the Skeena River and 
the Oregon Coast. And we’ve initiated major shifts in policy, 
business practices, and infrastructure development—from 
forestry to fishing to fish barrier removals. 

Now, in WSC’s second generation, it’s time to speed 
and scale our work to match today’s new threats and 

opportunities. We need to ensure that the biological integrity 
of this network of wild salmon strongholds—from Northern 
California to the Russian Far East—is not degraded. 

Defending the ecological health of 100 million acres across 
our stronghold network will secure habitat for a full 25 
percent of the world’s wild salmon.

These wild salmon populations support myriad species 
across the North Pacific, including thousands of grizzly 
bears and an estimated 75 orca pods. They’re key to the 
survival of local communities, including thriving fishing 
economies and at least 50 Indigenous groups. And their 
home rivers are crucial sources of freshwater, running 
through some of the last, best landscapes for carbon 
sequestration to slow climate change. 

By keeping salmon and their rivers wild and resilient, our 
stronghold archipelago will be a refuge from the ravages  
of climate change—and an ark for the regeneration of  
other recovering salmon ecosystems. 

We know this vision is possible because of what we’ve 
already achieved. Our work over the last three decades lays 
the foundation for what comes next, starting with the many 
exciting new initiatives we’ve launched in recent years. 
Where are we headed next? Turn the page.

 

Next: Meeting the Moment 
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Over the last two centuries, salmon management has 
focused on abundance above all else: the sheer numbers of 
salmon that can be harvested, year over year.

But as Pacific Chinook, steelhead, and sockeye runs crash, 
and fisheries close around the North Pacific, it’s clear that 
an approach rooted solely in an agricultural paradigm will 
fail. For wild salmon to survive the development, fishing, 
and climate pressures facing them right now, we need to 
move rapidly to protect and restore the diversity of wild salm-
on and steelhead runs across their range. Increasingly, we 
see that the protection of a wide range of survival strategies, 
known as life histories, is the key to the future of wild salmon.

For years, Wild Salmon Center has been working to protect 
salmon biodiversity from the Oregon Coast to Kamchatka 
with a spectrum of tools that includes responsible fishing 
certifications and wild fish conservation areas. Now, we’re 
taking that work into a different dimension—the molecular 
one—by using advances in the study of genetic coding to 
speed the protection of salmon biodiversity. 

“The challenges to salmon diversity are growing, but so 
is our capacity for discovery and problem-solving,” says 
WSC Science Director Dr. Matt Sloat. “Our growing team 
is ready to scale up our knowledge base and translate new 
discoveries into on-the-ground action.”

Scaling Targeted Restoration Across the Pacific 

In the last seven years, WSC’s Oregon and Washington 
teams have developed novel approaches to prioritizing 
salmon habitat restoration in critical coastal watersheds. 

On the Oregon Coast, we’re working with local teams to 
map strategic restoration actions across eight watersheds 
from the Nehalem to the Rogue River in Oregon. On the 
Washington Coast, we’re targeting the most important fish-
blocking culverts to replace, working to open up 125 miles of 
critical coldwater habitat for salmon and steelhead. 

We’ve now secured $7.5 million in public and philanthropic 
funding for habitat restoration projects on the Oregon and 
Washington coasts. Already, our work is building resilience 
to climate change in coastal watersheds, by giving wild fish 
new access to coldwater tributaries, restored wetlands, and 
new habitat created by beavers. 

Now we want to scale this strategy across the Pacific, 
through an expanded restoration team that would help 
international partners identify and execute high-leverage 
actions in their home rivers. 

“Many Pacific strongholds are intact and highly productive 
today, but climate change and development pressures can 
generate the same conditions that led to sharp declines in 
much of the Pacific Northwest and California,” says WSC 
Coastal Program Director Mark Trenholm. “We want to 
make sure that these currently healthy watersheds remain 
resilient in the face of an uncertain future.”

Next: Unleashing Wild Diversity

On the Olympic Peninsula, WSC 
and partners’ genetic decoding of early 
returning winter steelhead can help 
identify stream reaches used by these 
genetic stocks for priority protection.

In California, WSC Science Director 
Dr. Matt Sloat and a team of 
collaborators successfully secured new 
protections for spring Chinook in the 
Klamath and Trinity River basins based 
on their recent discovery that these 
spring runs were genetically distinct 
from their fall-run cousins. 

Jack Polsky 
Fellowship 
Launched  
The Jack Polsky 
Conservation 
Research 
Fellowship 
program was 
established by loved ones of 
the late Jack R. Polsky in 2021 to 
support early-career, post-doctoral 
scientists engaged in coldwater fish 
conservation. As our first Polsky 
Fellow, Dr. Tasha Thompson—a 
salmon conservation geneticist who 
resides by Oregon’s North Umpqua 
River—joins our science team for 
two years to help develop a genomic 
database of Chinook salmon and 
steelhead. wildsalmoncenter.org/
polskyfellowship.

On the Oregon Coast, we’re working 
with local teams to map strategic 
restoration actions across eight 
watersheds from the Nehalem to the 
Rogue River. 

On the Washington Coast, WSC 
is targeting the most important fish-
blocking culverts to replace, working to 
open up 125 miles of critical coldwater 
habitat for salmon and steelhead.

In British Columbia, WSC’s science 
team is working with First Nations and 
government partners to develop a genetic 
catalog of distinct regional wild salmon 
and steelhead runs that can help enable 
commercial fisheries to avoid small and 
vulnerable salmon populations. 

In as little as 10 years, ongoing 
restoration and improved 
land use policy could lead to 
recovered Oregon Coast coho 
runs and potential removal from 
listing under the Endangered 
Species Act. 
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Dr. Will Atlas with Ryan Stephens, a Heiltsuk Fisheries Technician, on the 
Koeye River.

“The challenges to salmon diversity are growing, 
but so is our capacity for discovery and problem-
solving.” — Dr. Matt Sloat, Science Director 
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COP 26: Salmon on World Stage. In November 2021, Wild 
Salmon Center joined global salmon organizations to hang “Salmon 
School,” a massive sculpture of glass salmon, at the COP 26 climate 
talks in Glasgow, Scotland. Despite shortcomings on emissions 
reduction commitments, COP 26 gave new recognition to nature’s 
role in climate action, and committed new funds to nature-based 
solutions, including $1.7 billion for Indigenous and local community 
stewardship efforts.

Across the lush network of Pacific salmon rivers, many view 
water as an endless resource. But population growth, a 
warming climate, and increasing water demands make this 
a grave misconception. 

If wild salmon are to have a chance to survive and thrive in 
this unfolding century, we must change how we manage the 
water supplies that sustain us all. And fast.

We’re focusing on change in Oregon, once a leader in 
protecting river flows that has been leapfrogged by other 
regions around the North Pacific. Launched in 2020, Wild 
Salmon Center’s Oregon Water Initiative is pushing a 
science-based paradigm shift in water management to keep 
rivers flowing clear and cold even as water demands change.  

WSC and our partners earned a big boost for these efforts 
in March 2022, when the Oregon Legislature approved $25 
million to improve the drought resilience of rivers—the 
first budget allocation of its kind in Oregon. That included 
expansions of real-time stream monitoring, improvements 
to the state’s understanding of critical coldwater zones, and 
new funding to protect river flows, remove fish passage 
barriers, and restore fish habitat.

Next, we’re looking to modernize Oregon’s outdated water 
planning framework and strengthen weak policies against 
water overuse and pollution from agriculture. This work 
may offer partnership models and policy solutions for 
other stronghold regions. (Alaska, for example, still allows 
industries to completely dewater salmon streams.)

“Abundant cold water is fundamental to salmon 
conservation, and that need will intensify in the decades 
ahead,” says WSC Oregon Water Policy Director Caylin 
Barter. “We need to act now to craft long-term solutions for 
people, fish, and rivers. Oregon is fertile ground for proving 
that system-level change can happen.” 

The Carbon Conservation Opportunity 
Protecting the last, best wild salmon rivers is work with  
cascading benefits. Over the last 30 years, our conservation 
efforts have focused on the protection of watersheds that 
contain more than six billion tons of the planet’s most sig-
nificant remaining carbon reserves. That’s equivalent to 3.5 
years of U.S. carbon emissions.

Now, public pressure to scale global action on climate 
change, matched by growing demand from many of the 
world’s largest companies for carbon removal projects, is 
driving dynamic policy and market initiatives to sequester 
more carbon in forests and other ecosystems. 

At Wild Salmon Center, we want to make sure that this 
rapidly emerging—and potentially robust—conservation 
opportunity is shaped by sound watershed science, while 
improving protections for wild salmon and the ecosystems 
that depend on them. 

Over the next decade, WSC will be working with 
governments, companies, and philanthropic partners to 
jointly protect in-ground “irrecoverable” carbon and increase 
carbon stored across this landscape while also providing 
durable protection for salmon strongholds. 

Next: Water Solutions
The winter climate in Portland, 
Oregon, is projected to be 
6.6 degrees warmer and over 
35 percent drier in 2080, on 
par with today’s climate in 
Sacramento, California.
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fundamental to salmon 
conservation.” — Caylin 
Barter, Oregon Water Policy 
Director

Carbon is key. Over the last 30 
years, our conservation efforts 
have focused on the protection 
of watersheds that contain 
more than six billion tons of the 
planet’s most significant carbon 
reserves. 
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Gov. Jay Inslee (WA) and Senator 
Jeff Merkley (OR) at COP 26.
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Next: Funding the 
Future of Salmon 
Conservation
Over our 30-year history in salmon conservation, we’ve 
learned that it can take years, even decades, to build 
coalitions, win durable protections, and weather political 
headwinds.

But our experience has also taught us that sometimes, 
what’s truly needed is the ability to act fast.

That’s a primary reason we created The Stronghold Fund, 
Wild Salmon Center’s first-of-its-kind impact fund for North 
Pacific salmon conservation, designed to quickly deploy 
resources when a strategic need or opportunity arises. In 
December 2021, the Fund reached its first capitalization 
goal of $15 million. Now we’re spending that money down 
to support critical initiatives like stopping Pebble Mine 
in Alaska, safeguarding salmon biodiversity on British 
Columbia’s Central Coast, and protecting water flows in 
Oregon’s stronghold rivers. 

We’re also looking to The Stronghold Fund to help us 
deliver the next generation of solutions to the challenges 
facing wild salmon and steelhead. The next 30 years will 
bring heightened threats from warming temperatures 
and resource extraction, as well as increasing demands 
for freshwater—along with other pressures on wild fish 
ecosystems. To answer these fast-evolving challenges, we’ll 
need to build on our strengths, scale up our work, and 
accelerate conservation in stronghold watersheds around 
the North Pacific. 

Meeting this moment will mean having ready resources 
and partnerships in place. Now, we’re scaling up this  
model for the challenges ahead.

Seed funding for the Oregon Water Program. 
This initiative is focused on limiting new water 
withdrawals from stronghold rivers, increasing 
instream flows in key watersheds, and amplifying 
voices that protect water in Oregon.

Defending B.C.’s wild salmon 
against harmful open net-pen 
fish farms. WSC has begun a 
new partnership with Watershed 
Watch Salmon Society to prevent 
Canada’s federal government from 
renewing salmon farm licenses 
operating off the B.C. coast.

Conservation of the Dean River 
and Central Coast of British 
Columbia. WSC is working with 
Coastal Rivers Conservancy (a 
partner organization we helped 
found in 2019) and First Nations 
on a science-based initiative to 
reform commercial harvest and 
protect the region’s wild fish. 

Long-term commitment to 
the permanent protection of 
Bristol Bay, Alaska. The multi-
year campaign to block Pebble 
Mine and permanently safeguard 
Bristol Bay is a cornerstone 
initiative of The Stronghold Fund.

Conservation of the Skeena 
River in northern British 
Columbia. WSC is working with 
SkeenaWild and First Nation 
partners to permanently protect 
the Skeena estuary and rebuild the 
region’s threatened wild fish runs.
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“We must scale up our impact for Pacific 
salmon, even as we lock in and protect the 
gains we’ve made. The Stronghold Fund was 
made to meet this moment.” — David Finkel, 
Executive Director of The Stronghold Fund

 NOW /  FUTURE

The Stronghold Fund has 
distributed $3.6 million to 
partners across the North Pacific.
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2021 Donors
Thanks to the loyal support of our donors, we 
have been able to reach major conservation 
milestones this year and cap 30 years of 
leadership around the North Pacific.
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Karen and David Andruss
Frank Angelino
Charles and Laura 
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Michele Ball
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James and Angela 
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Foundation
Deke and Hope Welles 
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Inc. and Deke and Hope 
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L.P. Brown Foundation
Lam Research
Lazar Foundation
Matenaer Corporation
MID Michigan Delivery 

Services LLC
Multnomah Whiskey 

Library
Natural Systems Design
The New-Land 

Foundation, Inc.
New Venture Fund
NOAA Restoration Center
North Coast Steelhead 
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Inc.
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Shoreline Wild Salmon
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Trust for Mutual 
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Wallace Research 

Foundation
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Washington Coast 
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Washington Coast 
Sustainable Salmon 
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Washington Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board

Water Time Outfitters, Inc
Weeden Foundation
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Education Project
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Yonder, Inc.
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Individual Donors *
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Gary Aka
Doug Albertson
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Ali Akbar Ali Assad
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Markovich
Bruce Anderson

Carl G. Behnke
Gael Belden
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and Suzy Bell
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Logan Bennett
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Andrea Benson
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David Brantley
Karl Brantley

The Baltoro Trust
Connie J. Barnes
Oscar Barney
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Caylin Barter
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Foundation
Laura Basford
Todd Bates
Eugenie Bauer
Sarah Bauman
Randall Baxter
David Beach
Carolyn W. and Charles 

T. Beaird Family 
Foundation

Joshua Bean
Claudia Beausoleil
Kimberly Beck
Dr. Mark Becker
Mary C. Becker
Jay H. Beckstead

Terri L. Brendler
Ann & Rick Bresnahan
David Brett
John Brewer
Arthur Brooks
John Brooks
Brett Brownscombe
Carol Buchanan
Daniel J. Buckley, III
Stefano Buckley
James Budelman
Joseph Budge
Allan Bulley
Nicholas Bunch
Bunzel Family Giving 

Fund
Patrick Buresh & Jeannie 

Bloome
John A. Burke
Nicholas M. Burke
Susan Burkey
Burns McCabe 

Foundation
Henry Burroughs
Donald Burton
Preston Burton
Eric and Robin Busch 
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The Barry Bycoff Donor 

Advised Fund

Jon and Christie 
Callaghan and The 
Callaghan Family Fund

John F. Cambria
James Cappy
Joseph R. Car
Bary Caranci
Caravan Trust and Austen 

S. Cargill II
Clifford and Doris Carlsen 

Family Fund
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John Case
Frank L. Cassidy
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Carla Chandler
Robert Chandler
Robert Chase
Stan Chesshir
Audrey Chiappini
Viktoria Chilcote
John W. Childs
Joshua Chiles
Louise L. Chinn
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Cynthia P. Christianson
Gary Christianson
Louise V. Christianson
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Cory Clark
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William A. Clegg
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David Cole
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Darren Coleman
Christopher M. Coley
Francis Collin
Kirsten Collins
Sean Collins
Robert S. Colman
Charles Colmore
Frederick Colwell
Ashley M. Conant
Leo Connolly
Jerry Conrow
William and Laurie 

Conroy Fund
Virginia Coogler
David Cook

Gennady Zharkov

April Vokey (and daughter)

Kim Kosa (WSC), Marshall Gilchrist (Wallace Research Foundation), Amee 
Pacheco (WSC), Jess Helsley (WSC), Betsy Krier (WSC), Susan Cox, and Cathy 
Lehman (Harder Foundation) touring the Olympic Peninsula, Washington.

Ratmir Timashev (left) with guide in Crystal Creek, Alaska.
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Meet Our Newest 
Ambassadors
April Vokey is an FFF-certified casting 
instructor, a fly-tying instructor, and traveling 
speaker. In 2007, she founded her own 
guiding operation, Fly Gal Ventures. April’s 
writing has appeared in Fly Fisherman, 
Outside, Fly Rod & Reel, and Fly Fusion 
magazines. She’s been featured on the 
Outdoor Channel, 60 Minutes Sports, the 
Discovery Channel, WFN’s Fly Nation TV, 
and even wrote and hosted her own series, 
ShoreLines with April Vokey, focusing on fly-
fishing’s rich history and diverse characters. 
Her podcast, Anchored with April Vokey, 
archives stories from fly-fishing’s most 
influential people. For the last eight years, 
April has split her time between northern  
B.C. and Australia.

Gennady Zharkov has been involved in 
salmon ecology and the fishing industry his 
entire life: experience that has influenced 
his wholesale fishing gear and publishing 
businesses in Russia. The supervisory 
board chairman of the Russian Salmon 
Association, Gennady played a key role in 
developing a new Russian law that facilitates 
salmon conservation through catch-and-
release sportfishing. He travels extensively in 
Russia and around the world—from Alaska 
and Siberia to Japan, from Tierra del Fuego 
and Western Europe to the Kola Peninsula. 
Closer to Moscow, he has been involved 
in the creation of a nature park aimed at 
preserving a unique population of European 
grayling.

WSC Ambassadors
Billy Blewett, British Columbia 
Kate Crump, Oregon/Alaska
Jeff Hickman, Oregon/BC
Dan Michels, Alaska
Ken Morrish, Oregon
April Vokey, BC/Australia
Gennady Zharkov, Russia
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WSC board member 
and science advisor Nate 
Mantua on the Skeena 
River, B.C.
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Norman Dreger
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Stephen and Dana Hayes
Susan Haywood
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Judy Henderson
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Joseph M. Hixon
Oliver Ho
Lucy Hodge
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Thomas Honles
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Richard Dulude
Andrea S. Dunlap
Ivy R. Dunlap
Daniel Dunn
Sheila Dunn
Karen & John Durkheimer 

Family Fund
Rebecca Durr
Oakley Duryea
Mary Duvall
Jenny DuVander
Thomas Dwyer
Gretchen Dysart

Lindsay F. and Patti 
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Chris and Gina Eckley
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Madeline Edwards
Michael Edwards
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Michael Elich

Amanda Hoover
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Kimberly Howard
Lori Howk
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William and Barbara 
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Charles Hutzler
Paul Ievins
Bob Irvin
Diana Jacobs
Daniel M. Jaffer
Erik Janssen
Jessica Jasper
Felton Jenkins III 

Conservation & 
Education Fund 
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2021 Donors (cont.)

Timothy Jenkins
Elizabeth Jennings
David Jensen
Dale Jessup
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Cheryl Johnson
Daniel Johnson
Jerene M. Johnson
Michael Johnson
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Robert L. Kalez
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William Kamitakahara
Mark Kane
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Jonathan Kaplan and 

Sarah Malarkey
Stacy Kara
Tom Kates
Jeanne-Marie Kaufmann

Stephanie Kaza
The KCS Pacific 

Foundation Inc.
David Kearford
Loretta Keller
Barbara Kelley
Joe Kennedy
Jim Kenney
William R. Kessler
Sameer Khanna
Nicole Kidman

Robert Fyfe
Seng-Ian Gan
Michael Garten
Tony and Jill Garvey Gift 

Fund
David Gathman
Joseph Gazzoli
Tim Gelinas
Terry Gentry
Stacey Gerber
Stephen Gerould
Starrina Gianelloni
Susan Gibson
Geoffrey Gilbert
Rob Gilbert
Glasser Fund II

David and Alena Goeddel
Fred Goldberg Family 

Foundation
Ronald Goldey
Luis Gonzalez
Laird Goodman
Edyne and Allen Gordon 

Foundation
Gregory Gorman
Wiebe Gortmaker
Richard Goss

Dan Ellis
Roe Emery II
Walter C. Emery Family 

Foundation Fund
The Charles Engelhard 

Foundation
Rebecca Engrav
Susan and William 

Epstein Philanthropic 
Fund of The Jewish 
Community Foundation 
of the East Bay

Randolph Ericksen
Emily Ericsen
Daniel Evans
Evans Family Fund
Jeffrey Evershed
Andrew Fairley
Rich Felber
Mark Ferguson
Scott Ferguson
Jim Fety
Martine Fetz
The Mr. and Mrs. David J. 

Field Fund
Mitchell Field
Walter Finkbeiner
Ben Finkel
David Finkel
Susan Finkel

Jeremy Cook
Stephen Costello
Lora Cox
Michelle Cramer
Rob Crandall
Crane Creek Family 

Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

Jody Creasman
Parc Crecelius
Juanette Cremin
Stewart and Lesley Crosby
Brian Crose
Cheryl Cullen
Jeremy Custer

The Da Capo Fund
The Dabney Point Fund of 

the Seattle Foundation 
and Mr. and Mrs. 
William G. Reed, Jr.

John S. Dale
Paul Daly
The Daniels Family 

Foundation
Alice B. Davies

Lynn Loacker and Guido Rahr on the Dean River, B.C.

Brett Brownscombe, Michael Wade, Audie Paulus 
(WSC), Alie Kouzoukian (Conservation Alliance), and 
Caylin Barter (WSC) on a tour of the Tillamook State 
Forest, Oregon.

Coast Salmon Partnership 
Executive Director Mara 
Zimmerman and WSC’s 
Betsy Krier hiking along 
the Bogachiel River.

Quileute Tribe Natural Resources Department and the USGS gather on the 
banks of the Quillayute River as they prepare to gather water temperature data.

Governor Kate Brown (center) with signatories of the Oregon Private Forest Accord.

Hoping to have a lasting impact for wild 
salmon strongholds and the cold water, 
forests, and wildlife they support? Consider 
a bequest or other legacy gift to the Wild 
Salmon Center. 

Making a legacy gift to WSC is a simple—but 
transformative—way you can help safeguard 
our most important wild salmon rivers today, 
tomorrow, and for generations to come.

There are many ways to start building your 
stronghold legacy, including: 

• A simple bequest gift in your will

• Naming WSC as a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy or retirement plan

• Making WSC the beneficiary of your 
Charitable Remainder Trust

We’re available to work with you (or your 
advisors) to plan a gift that meets your vision 
for the future—and helps protect our most 
important wild salmon ecosystems for the 
benefit of our children and grandchildren. 

To learn more, or to tell us about your 
existing plans, contact Kim Kosa at (971) 255-
5562 or kkosa@wildsalmoncenter.org, or visit 
wildsalmoncenter.org/legacy.

Take the Next Step  
for Wild Salmon

WSC’s Bob Van Dyk with 
Governor Kate Brown at 
the signing of the Oregon 
Private Forest Accord.
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Barbara Lauer
David Laurance
Deb Lawless
John Leach
Erika Leaf
Robert Leahey
Albert Lee
Desmond Leech
Ian Lee-leviten
Elaine Lefevre
Susan Legault
Rachel Leiber
Nick Lelack
The Leo Model 

Foundation and 
Marjorie Russel

Roger Leo
Andrea LePain
Carol Lesch
Bruce Levin
Jonathan Levine
Timothy Lewallen
Clyde S. Lewis
Evan Libby
Peter Lillevand
Robert Limouze
David Lindley
Maureen Liston

Emily Maitino
Maricris Mangohig
Alissa Manske
Pamela Marley
Michael J. Mars
Hayden Marsh
Nathan Marsh
Christine Marshall
Kristopher Martin
Lies Martin
Mark D. Martin and Susie 

Hagemeister
James and Sara 

Martineau
Megan & John Martinelli

Lydia Mason
Joseph Matulevich
Rodney Maupin
Phyllis Max
Amanda Maxwell
Christopher May
Lisa Mayberry
Addie L. McClain

William McConnell
Pam & John McCosker 

Charitable Fund
Ewan McCoy
Lauren McCullough
Mary McGaughey
Laureston McLellan
William B. McNae and 

the World Salmon 
Forum

Robert Mead
Jackie Melvin
John C. Menefee
Kate Merrell
Jean Meyers
Roger A. Michalek
Sherli Micik
Gary Mikesh
Christine Miller
Miller Family Giving Fund
John D. Miller
Lindley Miller
Gary Millhollen
Gerrish Milliken
Roger M. Mills
William F. Mink
Mintkeski Family 

Fund of The Oregon 
Community Foundation

Jareb Mirczak
Richard Robert Miselis 

Foundation

George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 
Foundation

Joseph E. Okies
Jonathan Olch
Kenneth Edward Olivier 

& Angela Nomellini
Adam Olscamp
Judy Olsen
James O’Neill
Tom O’Neill
Phil & Cassy Ordway - 

Nushka Fund
Paulette Orth
Gary L. Ostenson
Kyle Ostenson
Mark Ostrom
David Otten
Bryan Overcarsh
Allison Page
Nathan Page
John Paik
Christopher M. Palmer
Jack Palmer
Wright Palmer
William Parker
George Passella
The Patterson Family
The Christine & Rodman 

Patton Charitable Fund
Daniel Patton
Bill Pauli

Paul Pavich
Peter Pelikan
Fred Pendergast
Edward Penick
Joseph R. Perella
Leanora Perillo
Janine Perky
John W. Person
Katie Person
Randall M. Peterman
Elizabeth Petersen
Laura Peterson
Renee Phelps
Franklin & Dorothy 

Piacentini Charitable 
Trust

The Piacentini Fund
Yuri Piebenga
John & Dianne Pierson
Gordon Pignato
Pine River Foundation
Luan Pinson
Emily Platt
Platt Family Giving Fund
Lisa Platt
Charles and Suzanne 

Plopper Charitable Fund
Sally B. Polk
David J. Pollock
Steve Porter
John Pottle

Mitzvah Fund of The 
Oregon Community 
Foundation

Moccasin Lake 
Foundation

Edward M. Moersfelder
Patrick Moloney
Thomas Monge
Michael Montgomery
John Moody
Michael Moore
Jeff Morgan
Michael E. Morgan
Rhidian Morgan
Stuart Mork and Laura 

Cooper
William B. Morrish
Frank Morse
Jennifer Mosher
Jason Motte
Mottl Charitable Fund
Gretchen Mueller
John and Susan Mullin 

Fund
Amy and Hiroshi 

Myoraku
Scott Neese
Jane Negri
Elizabeth Nehlig
Susan P. and Peter 

J. Neidecker Donor 
Advised Fund

Charles Nelson
David Nelson
Linda D. Nelson
Sierra Nelson
William H. Neukom
Neumeier Taylor 

Foundation Fund
Aaron Neurer
Bonnie New
Carol T. Newman
The Nicholas 

Endowment Fund
Mary Nichols
Lara Norkus-Crampton
Normandy Corporation 

and Michael D. Mercier
Elizabeth Noyes
Ben Nyssen

Dennis J. O’Bryant
OCF Founder’s Fund of 

the Oregon Community 
Foundation and Mr. 
William R. Swindells

Terri Odell
Ted Odom
The Elinor K. Ogden 

Living Trust and Elinor 
and Bill Ogden

Kean Oh

Sarah Livingstone
Lynn Loacker
Bill Lombard 
Kevin Lonergan
Henry Longmire
The Longview Foundation 

- Ellie Crosby
Rachel Loui
Kaitlin Lovell
James Lucke
William Lum
Molly Lusignan
Eugene K. MacColl
John MacDiarmid

Brian MacDonald
James S. Macdonald
Mr. Cargill MacMillan III 

and Sally MacMillan
Daniel Madden
Dean Mades
Catherine Madsen
Kevin Maier

Jeff Sasaki
Al Sasuga
Yohhei Sato
Philip Sawyer
Mitch Sayegh
Paul B. Schechter
William Scheuner
Jeff Schillings
Joann Schlachter
Remi Schmaltz
Ulrich Schmid-Maybach
Michael Schmidt
Andrew Schneider
James Scholl
Holly Scholles
Schwab Charitable Fund 

and Lawrence and 
Pamela Garlick

Sally Schwartz
Robert G. Scott
Ian Scrymgeour
Mark Seacat
Glenn Seaverns
Gary Seelig
Pearl Seiden Family 

Donor Advised Fund

Prairie Foundation and 
Colin and Martha 
Moseley

Edwin W. Price
Joanna Priestley
Sandra Profeta
Bob Quaccia
Lâm Quang
Blake Quinn
Robert Radasch
Edgar K. Ragsdale
Guido and Lee Rahr
Deven Ralke
Betty Ramsay
Lynn Ransford
Doug Ray
Thomas L. Ray
Douglas Reaber
Brian and Louise Read 

Family Fund
Morgan and Tatum Read
Jay Redd
Reese Family Charitable 

Foundation
Sheila Reeves
Joe and Shirley Regan
Brian Renwick
Randolph Repass and 

The Repass-Rodgers 
Family Foundation

Adam Resnick
Jonathan Rettmann

Javier Reza
Ronald S. Richter
Kimberly Riddley
Paul Riedmiller
Suze Riley
Taft C. Ring
Troy Rintz
Ruth Ristich
Joseph Riter
Gabriel Ritsema
Ritz Family Foundation

Emma Roach
Linda Robinson
Roger Rocka
Warren P. Rockefeller
Chris Roddy
John Rodelli
Brenda Rodriguez
Jeff Rogers
John Rogers
Kevin Rogers
Douglas Rohn
Van Rollo
Mark Romanini
Bruce Ronning

Charles B. Root
Steve Rose
Peter and Briana 

Rosenbaum
Lisa Rosenfield
David Ross
Roth Charitable 

Foundation
Matt and Amy Rudolf 

Family Fund
Chuck Rund

Jeff Rundio
Rushmore Foundation
Mike Ryan
Sean Sabarese
Andrew Sabin Family 

Foundation
Matt Sabisky
Yale Sacks
Carl Safina
Sharon S. Samson
Anthony Sankey
Christopher Santella
Richard Sarlitte
Glenn Saruwatari

Biane Kidwell
William Kiefel
Mitchell Kiesler
Kilduff Family Fund
Angela Kilman
The James Kilts Family 

Fund
Jodi Kincaid
Zach King
Sam Kingery
Clayton Kinsel
The Kinsman Marshall 

Family Trust
Steve and Susan 

Klarquist Fund
Calvin Knight
Paul Koehler and Jinx 

Faulkner
Josephine Koehne
Koerner/Dieter Family 

Foundation Giving Fund
Steven G. Kohl
Kohnstamm Family 

Foundation
Kevin and Amy 

Kohnstamm Family 
Fund

The Kongsgaard - 
Goldman Fund at 
Seattle Foundation

Christine Kopar
Mary D. Korman
Jim and Maureen Kosa
Paul and Donna 

Kranhold Charitable 
Fund

David Krause
John Kreitmeyer
Dale Krenek
Wendy Kroger
David Krone
Linda Kullama
Kummel Family Fund
Rayme M. Kuniyuki
Suzanne Kush
Richard Kustich
E. R. Labbe
Katherine LaBeau
Gary Lamberti
Aurele Lamontagne
Priscilla Lane
Ray J. and Stephanie 

Lane
Diane Lapointe
Allan R. Larson

2021 Donors (cont.)

WSC board members Andrea Reid, Rick Halford, 
and Tatiana Degai on the Skeena River, B.C.

WSC’s Will Atlas with Teddy Windsor, a Guardian Watchman with the Heiltsuk 
Nation, on Yeo Lake, B.C.

WSC’s Tim Elder taking 
readings on a tributary of 
the Rogue River, Oregon.

WSC Ambassador Ken Morrish in British Columbia.
WSC board members 
Ivan Thompson and 
Tatiana Degai on the 
Skeena River, B.C. 

WSC staff and board on the Skeena River in Port Edward, British Columbia. 

WSC President Guido Rahr with Chairman of the 
Board Mitch Zuklie and guide Mike Van Wormer on 
the Skeena River, B.C.
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Mark Seligman
Peter Seligmann and Lee 

Rhodes
Mark Selland
Joseph Selle
Senior Family Charitable 

Gift Fund
Gary Seput
Elisabeth Shake
Steven M. Shapiro
Andrew Shaughnessy
Casey Sheahan
Robert Sheley
Mark Shelton
Freda Shen
Frank Shirley
Tom Shrifter
Marci Shuman
Barry Sibson
Taggart Siegel
Siegler Family Fund of 

the Jewish Community 
Foundation

Jeremy Siegler
Stephen Silver
Caroline Skinner
David Skopin
Nancy Slavin
Jason K. Smesrud
James A. Smith
James P. Smith
Julian Smith
Kevin Smith
Laurie Smith

Mary Smith
Stacey Smith
Clay Snaza
David Solnit
John & Betty Soreng 

Environmental Fund 
of Oregon Community 
Foundation, Betty 
Soreng and Eben 
Dobson

Michael and Diane 
Soules

Kenneth L. Spalding
Spark Charitable 

Foundation and Furman 
and Susan Moseley

Susan Speer
Eric Spencer
James M. Spencer
Douglas C. Spieske
Richard Sprague
Jerome St. James
Elizabeth Stair
Natalie Stameroff
Edwin M. And Maria 

F. Stanley Family
Foundation

Nathan Stansfield
Krista Star
Mitchell Stargrove
Tania W. Stepanian
Leo Stern
Mark and Ginny Stern
Duncan Louis Stewart

Foundation
STLRB Family Foundation

Donald J. Turcke
Phil Uhl
Richard Unger
Nanette Upton
Bill Uyeki
Joelle Van Over
John Van Slyke
Kyle Vassilopoulos
Kyle Verblaauw
Judd Volino
Eric von der Heyden
John & Frances Von 

Schlegell Family Fund
Wade Family Foundation
Janet Waggoner
Jerry Wagner
Judith Wagonfeld
Alison Wald
Tom Waldin
Brooks Walker and The 

Brooks Walker III Family 
Fund

David H. Walker
Pic Walker and the 

Vermont Community 
Foundation

Robin Walker
Travis Walters
Charles F. Walton

Eric Wan and Michele 
Goodman Fund of The 
Oregon Community 
Foundation 

Robin Waples
Lincoln Ware
Tamara Watt
Barry Watts
Clifford Watts
Dan Watts
Dennis Wavrin
Kathryn Weeks
L. M. Weeks
Harold Weight
John Weisel
The Weld Foundation
Judith Welle
Deke and Hope Welles

Fund of the Toledo
Community Foundation,
Inc. and Deke and Hope
Welles

Georgia Welles
WEM Foundation
Friedhelm Wensing
Kevin Whalen
Jennifer Wheary
Scott and Rochelle

Whelan
William Whitcomb

Mark Wolff
Christine Wong
Mary Ann Wright
Mariusz Wroblewski
Richard Wros
Lisa Wyatt
Wyncote Foundation 

Northwest
Todd Yorke
Carol Young and Glenn 

Browning Fund
Stanford C. Young
Evan Zacks
Henry Zarem

Zarling Giving Fund
Nancy A. Zavala
Philip Ziegenfuss
Mara Zimmerman
Beth Zonis
Mitch and Holly Zuklie

Memorial Gifts
Jack R. Polsky Fellowship 
Anonymous (4)
James Bandler
Hannah Halberg
Allison Hoffman

Adam Langsam
Gregory Lee
Lauren MacDonald
Ursula Ostrom
George and Susie Polsky
Philip and Katherine Ross
Rebecca Schanberg, 

Jasper, Zoe and Peter 
Polsky, and the Olive 
Giving Fund

The Earl and Brenda 
Shapiro Foundation

Ian Warman
Andrew Dutterer 
Memorial Fund 
Anonymous
David Arnold
Neil Arnold
Neely Axselle
Katherine Bach
Bailey Barnett
Debbie Bealer
Gavin Benke
Kenneth F. Bierly
Matthew Blakeley-Smith
Rebecca Boone
Melanie Burns Kemper
Parker Call
Andy Cobb

Stockwell Family Fund
Richard Stoltze
David Stone
Priscilla Stoyanof
Mark Stromme
Rob Stuart and The Stuart 

Family Fund
Joe Sugura
Andrew Swanson
John F. Swift and The 

Mycorrhizal Fund
The Swigert-Warren 

Foundation and Nani 
and Robert C. Warren, Jr.

Peter Swinford
James Swirczynski

Kay Syrrist
Colin Szehner
John and Janet Tangney 

Charity Account
Tausch Charitable Fund
Barbara Taylor
Benjamin R. Taylor
Benjamin Temple

Mary Kieffer
Jim Klenk
Christine Klinger
Hillary Klinger
Timothy Klinger
E. R. Labbe
Kristen Larson
Paul Legrand
Lisa Lombardo
Luckiamute Watershed 

Council
Carroll J. McClellan
Sheila McGrath
Moeller Family Foundation
Anne Mullan
Organizational Excellence 

Team, Special Olympics 
International

Morgan Peach
Gary J. Prager
Eric Proebsting
Scott Reardon
Tim Reardon
Meg Reeves
Meghan Rice
Kristine Rondeau
Ronney Rosenberg
Kenneth Rosenzweig
Sari Sackrider
Sandy Fulkerson Schaeffer

Kevin Test
Brian Thackeray
AJ Thackrah
Thendara Foundation
Anne M. Thomas
Janie Thomas
Paul F. Thomas
Jeff Thompson
Michael Thompson
Stephen Thompson
Nick Thorpe
Kayla Tidmore
Tillmann Family Fund
Asta Tobiassen
Alessandro Toci

John Tomke
Joe H. Tonahill
The Towhee Fund
Charles and Carol Travis
Byron Treichler
Peter Tronquet
Chris Troxell
Martha Truninger

Betsy White
Beverly White
Carson Whitehill
Gordon Whiting
David Whitney
R. D. Wiancko
Wildlife Forever Fund
Carrie L. Wilks
Richard Will
M.V. Williams

Foundation, Inc. and
Bruce C. Williams

Robert Williams
Jim Wilson

Kayla Wilson
Kendrick R. Wilson, IV 

Charitable Gift Fund
Luke Wilson
Jay Wilt Giving Fund
John D. Wimberly
Turner A. Wingo
Jesse Winterowd
Loring H. Winthrop
Robert Wise
Dave Wiseman
Michael Wolfe
Elizabeth L. 

Wolfensperger

Erin Cook
Trina Cotner
Brice Crayne
Erin Crow
Carol Cukier
Emily Jane Davis
Laura Devine
Thomas Dinan
Abigail Donohoe
Svetlana Fenichel
Dana Field
Hilary Fisher
Lorie Fontaine
Sue Friedman
Judy Galloway
Elza Garnett
Walt and Tressa Green
Dave Gurtman
Frank Gurtman
Walter Hopkins
Lori Hypes
Angela Jervey
Jacqueline Jodl
Lynda Johnson
Peggi Johnson
Lynn Jones
Francesca Kelly
Patrick Kenneally

2021 Donors (cont.)

Ekaterina Smonina (left), the head of Tugursky 
Village and leader of the Evenk people, with Mikhail 
Skopets on the Tugur River.

WSC’s Matt Sloat and Sergei Monahov gathering 
samples from Siberian taimen on the Tugur River.

Jack R. Polsky:  
A legacy of wild 
salmon science 
When loved ones think 
of Jack Polsky, they 
remember his love of 
the outdoors, irreverent 
practical jokes, and fierce 
dedication to family and 
friends.

“Jack was devoted to our kids and wanted them to experience the 
magic he had felt growing up,” says his wife, Becca Schanberg. 
“He introduced them to everything in nature… including his love of 
fishing.”

After Jack passed away in July of 2021, his wife, three children, and 
other family and friends sought a way to remember him through a 
charitable gift that honored his insatiable curiosity and love of fish. 

“To Jack, fishing was a source of calm—a way to spend time in 
beautiful places, and a moment when he could shut out the rest of 
the world and focus on one thing,” says Becca.

Jack’s brother, Charlie Polsky, suggested reaching out to a science-
based fish conservation group he’d supported for many years: the 
Wild Salmon Center.  

From there, Becca and others worked with WSC to establish the  
Jack Polsky Conservation Research Fellowship. Through an annual gift 
from the Polsky family, the Fellowship will provide ongoing support 
for early-in-career scientists conducting applied research that 
addresses the urgent challenges facing Pacific salmon.

“Jack’s fascination with nature taught me that we have so much 
to learn from animals,” says Becca. “We hope this fellowship will 
not only keep Jack’s curious spirit alive, but also have a positive 
impact on young scientists and salmon rivers for many years 
to come.” Read more about the Fellowship on page 20 and at 
wildsalmoncenter.org/polskyfellowship.

Bruce Ham (right) and guide on the Uda River.

W
SC

 S
ta

ff

W
SC

 S
ta

ff

W
SC

 S
ta

ff

Jack Polsky Fellow Tasha Thompson collecting 
samples on the Umpqua River, Oregon. 

Alaskan rainbow trout.
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Wild Salmon Center has received the highest 
rating for sound fiscal management from 
Charity Navigator. 

Wild Salmon Center has 
received the GuideStar 
gold seal for transparency.

WSC is a grantee of The Conservation 
Alliance, a group of outdoor industry 
companies that disburses collective 
annual membership dues to grassroots 
environmental organizations. 

WSC has been approved to 
receive grants through the 
One Percent for the Planet 
program.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

*Revenue includes new funds raised during
each calendar year, contributions pledged for
work in future years.

For the fiscal year of 2021

Foundations
24.3%

Program 
Expenses
77.7% 

Admin
 7.8% 

Fundraising
14.5% 

Individuals
46.3% 

Government
20.9% 

Corporations
4.3%

REVENUE

EXPENSES

$6,780,089

$7,317,256*
Other 
4.2%

John Scruggs
Barbara Shaffer
Robert Smith
Ginger Spanbauer
Special Olympics Global 

Youth & Education
Judith Stevens
Kathleen Stock
Dave Taube
Diane Taylor
David Thomason
Upper Deschutes 

Watershed Council
Patricia Valentine
Leigh Walker
Martha Wertz
Erinn White
Susan Wilson
Nancy Wood
Asako Yamamuro
Christine Youngberg
Jean-Paul Zagarola

In memory of Verner C. 
Larsen
Andrews McMeel 

Universal
Anonymous (2)
Kate Blackthorne
Michael Gats
Bill Hammer
Dennis Heaton
Les Hinmon
Susan Johnson
Nancy Molt
Sharon Scull
In memory of Joe Meiser
Anonymous
Amanda Bugge
Eric Durham
Fay P. Kotilenk
Bruce Mayer
Rachael McNamara
Susan McNamara

Kristin Schubert

Stronghold 
Guardians
(Monthly and Quarterly 
Donors)
Steven Aguilu
Anonymous (9)
Brandon Baker
Jason Balderston
Matthew Bancroft
Paul Bange
William H. Barton
Thomas Battle
William Baumgardner
James Behnke
Jordan Benshea
Peter Bentzer
David Berklich
Andrew Bidwell
Justin Boucher
Jon K. Bowers
Walter Bramkamp
Robert Bricca

James Bronson
Jonette Bronson
Robert Budd
Lisa Butler
James Callahan
Charles E. Chambers
Kelly Conrad
Billie Cook
Stephen Costello
Cathlene A. Crawford
Haley Crozier
M. S. Dean
Megan Deets
Sarah Delaney
Christine Den Adel
Chris Derrickson
Stephen Dettman
Juliet Dodd-o
Stephen Donahue
Glenn Dopf
Ron Dyslin
David Ebinger

Matthew Eick
William Ewing
JB Ferrarone
Susan Finkel
Simon Finney
Brian Flowers
Jonathan Foley
Joshua Franke
Mark Frieze
Gregory Gorman
Mark Hadden
Lena Hanschka
Stuart Hartley
Neil Hastings
Ben Hauptman
Jessica Helsley and Greg 
Felten

Taylor K. Hesselgrave
Peter Hollomon
Jamin Horn
Todd Hummel
Andy Hunthausen
Steve Hutchison
William Hutto
Lore James
Jarom Jones
Kelley Jorgensen
Ian and Kate Malone 

Kimmich
Ben King

Kim and Jay Kosa
Sheryl Krohne
Linda Kullama
Charles Lane
Gordon Lank
Richard Lee
Kristin Liebman
Gary Liepitz
Margaret Lindley
Bryan Linsley
Sarah Lonigro
Michelle Mankins
Joseph Marsh
Susannah May
Loretta McCormick
Brooke McFarland
Donlon McGovern
Jerry P. McKnight
Patricia McManus
Barbara Mendelsohn
Roger Miller
Patrick Minchin
Don Moore
Noel Morrill
Gail and Kevin Murphy
Richard Murray
Gordon Nelson
Terry Nelson
David Newman
Thien Nguyen

William O’Laughlin
Eric Olson
Keith Ostendorf
Jasper Pääkkönen
Jason Parker
Audie J. Paulus
Tami Paulus
Paul Pavich
Medwin Peck
Fred Pendergast
Allen Penn
Brad Peterson
Alexandra Pettifer
David & Ellen Phelps
Greta Phillips
Chris Pizey
Mark Poltorak
Richard Posey
Thea Railey
Elizabeth Rendic
Adam Resnick
Brittany Rich
Ciara Ristig
Marc Robertson
C. M. Rockwell
Elisa Roiz
John P. Rosenberg
Brent Ross
Kathryn Rowe
Ellen Saunders

Michael Scharenbroich
Mark Severson
James Shanley
Gary Sherwin
Ruthanne Shobe
Joel Siedenburg
Mitchell Stargrove
Stephen Starke
Roy Stein
Wilson Stiner
Patrick Stoneking

Tye Sundlee and Ingrid 
Pederson

James Teal
Sarah Thayer
Christine Trevis
Wendy Tsien
Justin Tulk
John Upton
Albert Vandermerwe
Barbara Vick
Casey Webb
Ben Welborn

Coty Weston
Aelwen Wetherby
Steve Widman
Patrick Wilder
Susan Wilder
Janet Williamson
Peter G. Williamson
Michael Willis
Eric Wood
Jenelle Woodlief
Donald Woods

Andy Wright
Andrew Yost
Angela Zuniga

Matching Gift 
Companies
Agilent
Ameriprise
Apple Inc.
Bank of America 

Matching Gift Program
Boeing

Columbia Sportswear Co.
Datto
Expedia
FAST Enterprises
Google.org
Herman O West 

Foundation
Intel
Johnson & Johnson 

Family of Companies 
Matching Gifts Program

Bulkley River, B.C.
2021 Donors (cont.)

WSC’s David Finkel with an Arctic char, Bristol Bay, Alaska.
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Jon Hart

Guido Rahr, President 
and Chief Executive Officer 

Emily Anderson, Alaska Program 
Director

William Atlas, Ph.D., Salmon 
Watershed Scientist

Caylin Barter, Oregon Water 
Program Director

Oakley Brooks, Communications 
Director

Michelle Cramer, Habitat 
Restoration Engineer

Jody Creasman, Media Design 
Coordinator

Ramona DeNies, Senior Writer
Stacey Detwiler, Oregon Policy 

Program Manager
Tim Elder, Ph.D., Southwest 

Oregon Program Manager
Erin Ellis, Human Resources 

Specialist
David Finkel, VP of Development 

& Communications, Executive 
Director of The Stronghold Fund

Jon Hart, GIS Spatial Analyst
Jessica Helsley, Director of Federal 

Affairs & Washington - Olympic 
Peninsula

Katherine Holler, CPA, CGMA, Chief 
Financial Officer

Lori Alexander Howk, Senior Media 
Design Manager

Kimberly Kosa, Development 
Director

Betsy Krier, Washington Senior 
Habitat Manager

Hollye Maxwell, Executive Assistant
Amee Pacheco, Senior Grants 

Manager
Audie Paulus, Development 

Manager
Nancy Slavin, Grants Coordinator
Matthew Sloat, Ph.D., Science 

Director

Ellie Stair, Development Assistant
Tasha Thompson, Ph.D., Polsky 

Conservation Research Fellow
Mark Trenholm, Coastal 

Restoration Program Director
Robert Van Dyk, Ph.D., Oregon 

and California Policy Director
Mariusz Wroblewski, Western 

Pacific Program Director

Science Fellow
Mikhail Skopets, Ph.D., Science 

Fellow

Front cover: Knutson Creek, 
Iliamna Lake, Bristol Bay (Jason 
Ching). Back cover: Alaska salmon 
(Paul Souders, Getty Images).

Wild Salmon Center Staff
Mitch Zuklie, Chairman, California
John Childs, Massachusetts
Tatiana Degai, Ph.D., Iowa
John Dixon, Washington
Rick Halford, Alaska
Loretta Keller, California
David E. Kelley, California
Steven Kohl, Virginia
Kirill Kuzishchin, Ph.D., Russia
Ray Lane, California
Nate Mantua, Ph.D., California
Nikita Mishin, Russia
Guido Rahr, Oregon
Andrea Reid, Ph.D., British Columbia
Mary Ruckelshaus, Ph.D., Washington
Ilya Sherbovich, Russia
Ivan Thompson, British Columbia
David K. Welles, Ohio

Emeritus
Dmitry S. Pavlov, Ph.D.
Peter W. Soverel (Founder)
Jack Stanford, Ph.D.

Science Advisory Board
Chair: Mary Ruckelshaus, Ph.D., Stanford 

University
Andrea Reid, Ph.D., University of British 

Columbia
Tatiana Degai, Ph.D., University of Victoria
Nate Mantua, Ph.D., NOAA
Kirill Kuzischin, Ph.D., Moscow State 

University
Stephanie Carlson, Ph.D., UC Berkeley
Jonathan Moore, Ph.D., Simon Fraser 

University
Michael Miller, Ph.D., UC Davis
Jonathan Armstrong, Ph.D., Oregon State 

University
Gordie Reeves, Ph.D., USFS, retired
Randall Peterman, Ph.D., Simon Fraser 

University, retired
John McCosker, Ph.D., Cal Academy of 

Sciences, retired

Board of Directors

Deke Welles

David Kelley

Welcome board member David E. Kelley. Writer/producer and fly fisher David E. Kelley 
is the mind behind some of America’s most groundbreaking television dramas, including 
the Emmy, Peabody, and Golden Globe Award-winning shows “Big Little Lies,” “Boston 
Legal,” and “Ally McBeal.” Kelley’s interest in wild fish conservation led him to found the 
sustainable aquaculture company Riverence, with 14 land-based trout and trout-egg farms 
across Idaho and Washington.

Honoring David “Deke” Welles and our outgoing directors. In 2020, we welcomed 
four new directors to our board. Now we honor six outgoing directors, including board chair 
David “Deke” Welles (2014-2022).

“Deke Welles did a tremendous job as chair,” says WSC President & CEO Guido Rahr. 
“Deke drew on his excellent leadership skills, judgment, and experience to lead us through 
a period of growth and expansion, including the launch of the Stronghold Fund, that set the 
stage for major conservation opportunities and achievements.”

In addition to his WSC board leadership, Deke has served as a trustee of the Wetlands 
America Trust, member of the Winous Point Shooting Club of Port Clinton, Ohio, president 
of the Winous Point Marsh Conservancy and Waterhen Lodge duck club in Manitoba, 
advisor to the Black Swamp Conservancy, and member of the Castalia Trout Club and the 
Anglers’ Club of New York.

We are also deeply grateful for the 
service of directors John “Rocky” 
Dixon (2014-2022), Tom Hansen 
(2019-2021), Dr. Randall Peterman 
(2013-2021), Fraser Rieche (2013-
2021), and llya Sherbovich (2014-
2022). Your guidance has been key to 
WSC’s ability to adapt and thrive in 
these challenging times. 

Pictured left to right: (top row) Guido Rahr, 
David Finkel, John Childs, Rick Halford; 
(bottom row) Mariusz Wroblewski, Ray 
Lane, Mary Ruckelshaus, Mitch Zuklie.

WSC staff at the signing of the Oregon Private Forest Accord. Left to right: Jody Creasman, Amee 
Pacheco, Lori Howk, Bob Van Dyk, Caylin Barter, Audie Paulus, Nancy Slavin, Oakley Brooks.

WSC staff enjoying a Skeena River outing. From left: Kim Kosa, Emily Anderson, Tiffany 
Cooper, Julia Hill (SkeenaWild), Kathy Holler, Jess Helsley.

Thank you to our outgoing Executive Vice President Sara 
LaBorde, who served WSC for 10 years and leaves a long 
list of accomplishments. 
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