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One foggy February morning, my oldest son and I fished for 
winter steelhead on Oregon’s Wilson River. We anchored 
the boat where the river emerged from coastal rainforest 
and broke into shallow braids before reaching Tillamook 
Bay. In the clear water, we saw the shape of a lone 
steelhead gradually working its way upstream, like a weary 
soldier marching home from war. It was magnificent, with 
sides like mirrors and a back still the bluish green of the 
ocean. It was making its final push in a journey that might 
have begun near coastal Kamchatka, 3,500 miles away. 

The steelhead’s return to a clear, cold Wilson River was no accident. It’s the result 
of 25 years of hard work by Wild Salmon Center and our partners—fighting and 
winning battles to protect headwaters, restore tidal wetlands, negotiate with the 
timber industry to safeguard streamside forests, and ensure that enough wild fish 
can return home to spawn each year. The Wilson and the other Tillamook Bay rivers 
are now a durable wild salmon stronghold in an increasingly logged and developed 
part of the world: a gift to our children and grandchildren.

Securing the health of salmon strongholds is our mission, our life’s work. By 2032, 
we’ll complete protection of the stronghold archipelago—20 regional strongholds 
consisting of 119 individual rivers—and build an endowment for local partners. To 
inspire people everywhere to join our campaign, we co-produced Running Wild: 
Return to the River, narrated by Liam Neeson—the first giant screen and IMAX film  
to follow salmon on their epic journey.   

Please watch the film—details at runningwild.org—and share it. Celebrate the 
miracle of wild salmon and their role in the conservation of ecosystems. And 
bring your children to the river. Feel its flow and be reminded that we are part of 
an ancient, nourishing web of life. This connection is as important as the air we 
breathe, and essential to pass to future generations. 

Summer 2026

Letter from the President

Guido Rahr 
President and Chief Executive
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Celebrate the miracle of wild salmon and 
their role in the conservation of ecosystems. 

And bring your children to the river.
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OUR GOAL 

A thriving network of 20 protected 
salmon and steelhead systems 
across the North Pacific by 2032.

35.7
million

acres of salmon habitat 
preserved 

60,240
miles

of streamside 
buffers created in Oregon

89
rivers

managed for wild  
salmon diversity
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WHEN SALMON 
RIVERS RUN WILD 

From headwaters to ocean, wild salmon 
rivers are key to clean water, healthy 
forests, rich wildlife, and thriving 
communities. 

Trees in salmon streams grow 
bigger. Natural braids and oxbows 
create havens for countless species. 
Connected tidelands store carbon, 
absorb floodwater, and help salmon 
grow strong for the sea. Healthy wild 
salmon mean healthy river systems 
across the North Pacific.

 Bristol Bay, Alaska
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with Northern Dynasty’s CEO, and the rise of the 
now-ubiquitous No Pebble Mine sticker.  

The fight reached a fever pitch in summer 2020, as 
Pebble’s backers came close to securing a Clean 
Water Act permit to build the mine. But after the 
United Tribes of Bristol Bay, Wild Salmon Center, 
and our allies highlighted the mine’s ecological and 
economic risks, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
followed that scientific record and denied the 
permit. In 2023, the Environmental Protection 
Agency then made 200,000 acres in Bristol Bay’s 
headwaters off limits to Pebble and mining projects 
like it—the strongest protections to date. Today, 
despite ongoing legal challenges from Northern 
Dynasty, we’re heartened by the second Trump 
Administration’s continued strong opposition to the 
Pebble Mine project and support for Bristol Bay’s 
wild fishery.

“We have learned that for large-scale conservation 
wins to be truly durable over time, we must build 
support across the political spectrum,” Rahr says. 
“That is why we continue to engage with the Trump 

Bristol Bay, 25 years later
In 2001, Canadian mining company Northern Dynasty 
announced its discovery, in Alaska’s remote Bristol 
Bay region, of the world’s largest undeveloped gold 
and copper deposit. 

As former Alaska State Senator and Wild Salmon 
Center board member Rick Halford said later, “it felt 
like God was challenging us.” Extracting that mineral 
wealth would mean a massive open pit mine and 
billions of tons of toxic waste, stored forever near the 
headwaters of the world’s most productive sockeye 
salmon nursery.  

“Bristol Bay is the crown jewel of strongholds,” says 
Wild Salmon Center President and CEO Guido Rahr. 
“Intact, its long-term value outweighs any mine.”

The ensuing battle to stop the Pebble Mine involved 
four U.S. presidential administrations, high-ranking 
members of Congress, lawsuits, subpoenas, 
thousands of pages of scientific reports, millions 
spent by corporate lobbyists, rallies in fishing ports 
across the West Coast, a caught-on-tape scandal 

Defending the West Susitna

Mining is a risk to salmon rivers. Sometimes, so are the roads that 
make mines possible. 

Take Alaska’s West Susitna: a roadless region that supports all 
five species of salmon, as well as rainbow trout, Dolly Varden, and 
Arctic grayling. Salmon are the backbone of the regional economy, 
supporting hundreds of tourism businesses and thousands of jobs. 
But two state agencies want to build a 100-mile, publicly funded 
industrial road here—bisecting more than 180 streams—to help 
mining companies reach still-unproven claims.

With our Defend the West Susitna coalition of Alaska Native Tribes, 
businesses, hunters and anglers, and thousands of Alaskans, we’re 
asking state leaders to defund the road. What’s at stake is the health 
of one of the world’s last, best wild salmon strongholds.

Administration in support of their efforts to protect 
Bristol Bay from industrial mining.”  

This long saga has one chapter left: preventing the 
next Pebble. In the Alaska legislature, our coalition is 
advancing the Bristol Bay Forever Act to safeguard 
state land within the 36,000-square-mile Bristol Bay 
Fisheries Reserve, an area larger than the State of 
Indiana. We’ll succeed with your support.

Alaska

Alaska’s Bristol Bay Forever Act would permanently protect all state 
land within the Bristol Bay Fisheries Reserve from hardrock mining.

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve won strong safeguards for  
key parts of Alaska’s Bristol Bay: 
the world’s greatest sockeye 
salmon nursery. Now, we aim to 
protect the entire 36,000-square-
mile watershed from hardrock 
mining.

Bristol Bay  
Fisheries Reserve

State lands

Federal lands

State mining claims
Salmon rivers with 
mining claims

W
S

C
 S

ta
ff

iS
to

ck

Bristol Bay

Lake IliamnaLake Iliamna

Alaska’s roadless West Susitna supports five 
species of salmon, as well as rainbow trout, Arctic 
grayling, and Dolly Varden (pictured).

Alaska’s salmon strongholds 
face heightened pressure from 

road-building and mining.
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A renewed push to protect 
British Columbia strongholds
Within each of the 29 salmon ecoregions of the 
North Pacific, certain rivers stand out. These are the 
strongholds: river systems that support each region’s 
most abundant, productive, and diverse wild salmon 
runs, with habitat intact enough to sustain them for 
decades.

Building on our seminal study “Strongholds for 
Pacific salmon,” published in the journal Fisheries 
in 2025, Wild Salmon Center drew on peer-
review studies and the latest data to reassess our 
stronghold network in Western Canada. 

The results identified stronghold status for the Inner 
Central Coast, Skeena, Nass, and Taku Basins, 
where we’ve worked for years. They also elevated 
one candidate previously outside our network: 
the Chilcotin Basin. But in some strongholds, the 
assessment also found an acute and growing risk of 

human encroachment—from the threat of clear-cut 
logging in parts of the Skeena to a major pipeline 
planned for the Nass.

“British Columbia’s best salmon rivers are vital to the 
greater North Pacific stronghold archipelago,” says 
Wild Salmon Center British Columbia Director Greg 
Knox. “We must push harder than ever to head off 
new threats from poorly planned mining, logging, 
and energy development, and establish large new 
protected areas across the province.”

We’re now teaming up with First Nations, provincial 
leaders, and local conservation partners in an 
ambitious push to protect 12 million acres in 
community-led protected areas in the next four 
years. Wild Salmon Center has boosted program 
staffing in the province, grown our support for 
local organizations, and built important alliances 
with government agencies to ensure that these 
protections will last.

Meet the Chilcotin, B.C.’s inland stronghold

Descending from glacial lakes through arid plateaus, the Chilcotin River 
cuts a dramatic path to the mighty Fraser. It’s home to famous Chilko 
Lake sockeye, who make an arduous 370-mile (600-kilometer) home 
migration thanks to their larger hearts and higher warm water tolerance. 
The Chilcotin also boasts robust Chinook runs and more vulnerable 
populations of coho and steelhead. It’s a hub of wild fish abundance in 
the Fraser Basin, where many salmon runs are in trouble.

Our new assessment of British Columbia salmon systems identifies 
the Chilcotin as a stronghold, recognizing the importance of these 
anchor populations. Now, we’re partnering with the Tŝilhqot’in First 
Nation to accelerate science and rebuild salmon population across the 
watershed, and advance reforms through the Pacific Salmon Treaty  
that do more to protect Tŝilhqot’in fisheries. 

British Columbia

Wild Salmon Center drew on peer-review studies and the latest data 
to identify six British Columbia salmon strongholds.

Taku

Nass

Skeena

Chilcotin
Dean & Inner 

Central Coast Harrison/
Lillooet

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

With partners including the Tŝilhqot’in First Nation, 
we’re working to reform fisheries and expand land 
protections to benefit salmon strongholds across 
British Columbia.

As British Columbia’s strongholds face new threats 
from pipelines, mining, and logging, momentum is 

growing for permanent protections.

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve identified six stronghold 
systems across British Columbia. 
Now, as B.C. aims to protect 30 
percent of its land mass by 2030, 
we’re advancing new protected 
areas in the Nass, Skeena, and 
Taku Basins.

“We must push harder than ever to 
head off new threats from poorly 
planned mining, logging, and energy 
development, and establish large new 
protected areas across the province.”  
– Greg Knox
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For the Sitka Tribe of Alaska, gaat (sockeye salmon) 
are a vital food source and irreplaceable part of Haa 
Kusteeyí—“our way of life”—on Baranof Island. For 
Tribal citizens, that life is sustained by Kunáa Shak.
áayi, also known as Redoubt Lake. 

Known for abundant sockeye runs, Redoubt Lake 
and its bay are true terminal fisheries. Both the 
lake’s subsistence fishery—Southeast Alaska’s 
largest—and commercial fisheries in the bay 
carefully target local salmon at the end of their  
home migrations. 

But in 2024, federal budget cuts threatened the 
operation of a monitoring weir that had been in 
place since 1982, when only 453 sockeye returned. 
No weir would mean no fish counts. No counts 
would mean lower bag limits for subsistence 
fishers. Elders wouldn’t receive their usual sockeye 
distribution. The commercial fishery couldn’t open. 
The Tribe scrambled to muster resources, and the 
weir stayed open.

But the Tribe needed a longer-term solution.  
It found one in Salmon Vision: automated fish 
counting software co-developed by Wild Salmon 
Center. Real-time counts help communities and 
fisheries managers respond proactively to shifts in 
salmon abundance—as well as climate, economics, 
and policy. Proactive management is key to our goal 
of improving salmon fisheries across the Pacific so 
that wild runs thrive long into the future. 

“Our fisheries are as sustainable as you can get,” 
says Kyle Rosendale, a Fisheries Biologist with 
the Tribe’s Resource Protection Department. “But 
without data, we can’t prove that enough sockeye 
made it home to start fishing.”   

Salmon Vision now provides that data to the Sitka 
Tribe of Alaska. Last summer, the Tribe tested the 
software at the lake. In summer 2026, Salmon 
Vision will run the full season.

“Salmon Vision can keep our community fisheries 
alive,” Rosendale says. “That means enough 
sockeye in freezers and more opportunities for 
fishers. It also means more direct stewardship in 
the hands of local champions.”

Counting on wild rivers

A sockeye salmon passed a camera in Alaska’s Chignik River, 
updating a web app for staff at the Alaska Department of Fish & 
Game. At 30 other locations—including the Skeena’s Bear River and 
the Elwha River in Washington—other fisheries managers can now 
track salmon returns in real time. 

As of summer 2026, Salmon Vision software is counting fish 
for 24 Indigenous nations, government fishery managers, and 
communities. This machine learning tool is part of a bigger 
movement. 

“Salmon Vision empowers our partners to manage their fisheries 
more sustainably and come to decision-making tables backed by 
their own data,” says Wild Salmon Center Senior Salmon Watershed 
Scientist Dr. Will Atlas, a Salmon Vision co-founder. “It puts them in 
the driver’s seat.”

Science & Fisheries

A salmon fishery comes home

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve launched Salmon Vision 
in more than 30 locations to 
date, including Alaska’s Redoubt 
Lake (pictured). By 2028, we 
aim to bring this revolutionary 
sustainable fishing technology to 
100 salmon rivers.

OUR IMPACT

Salmon Vision technology can distinguish sockeye 
salmon from other salmonid species in a river. 

To protect wild fish runs from overharvest, we need 
accurate, real-time data while salmon are running.

90%
accuracy rate
for Salmon Vision fish 
identification (to date) 
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Spring Chinook: Protecting 
genetic superpowers
Spring Chinook once reigned in the upper Salmon 
River. Decades ago, natural barriers in this Klamath 
River tributary made upper reaches impassable to 
most salmon in dry months. But spring Chinook 
return months earlier than their fall-run cousins, 
capitalizing on time and opportunities created by 
snowmelt and rain to overcome obstacles in rivers 
that can be insurmountable when flows are lower. A 
salmon’s instinct for when to come home is called 
run timing—behavior we now know is driven by 
genetics.

“In their ancient past, spring Chinook evolved early 
return as a way to find and claim spawning and 
rearing habitat exclusive to themselves,” says Wild 
Salmon Center Conservation Geneticist Dr. Tasha 
Thompson, whose research led to this genetic 
discovery. “This superpower could help them adapt 
now, as climate change alters their home rivers.”

But for spring Chinook to make full use of their 
adaptive superpowers, they must hold on to the 

gene variant that drives their special behavior. That’s 
a growing challenge in many rivers where they’re 
struggling. That includes the Salmon River, where 
human interventions like dynamiting have removed 
many natural “low flow” barriers. Today, the Salmon 
River’s fall Chinook runs can encroach on stretches 
of river once exclusive to spring Chinook, outcom-
peting and interbreeding with spring runs. The sad 
result is that the Klamath Basin’s last remaining wild 
spring run has dwindled to a few hundred fish. 

Help is coming. To re-create the kind of barrier that 
once kept runs separate in the river, UC Berkeley 
researcher Amy Fingerle and partners including 
Wild Salmon Center plan to test a temporary weir in 
summer 2027. This passive fishing structure could 
keep fall Chinook out of key spring Chinook refuges.

“Amy’s research is some of the most important right 
now for spring Chinook,” says Dr. Thompson, whose 
research informs Fingerle’s work. “If our weir test is 
successful, this could be a simple way to help spring 
Chinook in many rivers.”

Returning hope to the Upper Klamath

Days after four Klamath dams came down in California, wild fall 
Chinook salmon were migrating above them. In March 2026, the 
Klamath Tribes confirmed salmon fry roughly 70 miles higher, above 
Klamath Lake in Oregon, the upper watershed’s first wild salmon 
generation in a century.

Now, as Tribes and state agencies plan for the reintroduction of 
spring Chinook to the Upper Klamath, Wild Salmon Center scientists 
are drawing on foundational research, including their own, to advise 
decision-makers on ways to naturally sustain these runs.

“We believe spring Chinook salmon, too, could again thrive in the 
unique conditions of the upper basin,” says Wild Salmon Center 
Science Director Dr. Matthew Sloat. “This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. Science can help us get it right.”

California

OREGON IDAHO

WASHINGTON

BRITISH 
COLUMBIA

CALIFORNIA

Spring Chinook 
populations

Populations 
from study

Salmon 
stronghold

Klamath
Butte Creek

Rogue

N. Umpqua

Clackamas

Chehalis

Tillamook
Siletz

Hoh

Spring Chinook (pictured) find success by 
returning early to rivers. It’s vital that we 
protect their unique genetics. 

With four dams gone on the Upper Klamath,  
we have a historic chance to bring wild salmon 

back across this vast basin.

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve mapped spring Chinook 
genetic diversity across the West 
Coast. Now, we’ll draw on the 
science to spur more funding to 
restore key spring Chinook habitat, 
and help reintroduce spring runs to 
the Upper Klamath Basin (pictured). 
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This map represents most spring Chinook populations in the Lower 
48 and southern British Columbia, including populations with 
abundance data analyzed by Wild Salmon Center scientists in 2023. 
See the full study at wildsalmoncenter.org/publications. 

Klamath River, California
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Mining threatens the Lower 
48’s best strongholds
In the borderlands of Southern Oregon and Northern 
California, rivers like the Smith, Illinois, Rogue, and 
Elk are home to giant redwoods, rare and endemic 
plants, and some of the Lower 48’s strongest 
remaining runs of wild salmon and steelhead. 

This is one of the most biologically diverse regions 
on the planet. Keeping it so is one reason why 
many features of the “Wild Rivers Coast” boast 
protections, including Wild and Scenic River 
designations and a federal lands moratorium on  
new mining claims through 2037. 

Yet many of these rivers now face new threats. 
Canadian company Homeland Nickel, for example, 
has acquired preexisting mining claims—and staked 
new ones—to pursue industrial-scale nickel mining 
on 17,000 acres across this region.

“Industrial mining in even one stronghold carries 
unacceptable risks,” says Wild Salmon Center 
Oregon Wild Fish Manager Kirk Blaine. “We’re 

closely tracking these developments and ready to 
take proactive steps if they advance.” 

The West Coast is pocked with toxic, abandoned 
mines. That includes the Formosa Mine just north of 
the Wild Rivers Coast, which leaked tailings into the 
South Umpqua watershed in the 1990s—accelerat-
ing ongoing declines for its wild salmon runs. 

Strip mining for nickel can mean long-term pollution, 
denuded and destabilized landscapes, and other 
threats for salmon and communities. But Wild 
Salmon Center is fighting back. With conservation 
allies in both states, we’re building a movement to 
secure state designation as Outstanding Resource 
Waters for some areas, advance the federal 
Southern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection 
Act, and pass a bill to expand California’s Smith 
River National Recreation Area north into Oregon. 

“The best time to stop a mine is before it breaks 
ground,” Blaine says. “That’s why this year is key  
for the Wild Rivers Coast.”

A bold new path for Butte Creek

From remote headwaters to its Sacramento River confluence, Butte 
Creek sustains the last, best wild spring Chinook runs in California—
runs more abundant, in some years, than in larger strongholds to  
the north.

The headwaters of Butte Creek still remain forested and healthy. But 
other stretches show the toll of drought, dams, mining, and agriculture. 
Restoration here requires creative modifications to the creek’s existing 
hydropower infrastructure: both to prevent mass fish kills (as happened 
in 2021) and to ensure that in a hotter, drier future, spring Chinook can 
still find cold water in summer.

Wild Salmon Center and our local coalition detail this approach in a new 
restoration plan—including transferring hydropower infrastructure to an 
operator ready to work with us. This year, we set that plan in motion.

Southern Oregon & California

“Industrial mining in even one 
stronghold carries unacceptable 
risks.”  – Kirk Blaine

Strip mines can devastate salmon  
rivers for generations. Our campaign  

is heading off those impacts.

In some years, Butte Creek has more spring Chinook 
(pictured) than larger rivers to the north: proof that 
with cold water and good habitat, salmon can thrive 
even in altered systems.

Proposed mining: Old mining claims dot salmon rivers across 
Northern California and Southern Oregon. In them, industrial mining 
companies see a potential loophole around river protections.

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve launched a bistate coalition 
to stop mining threats in Southern 
Oregon and Northern California 
salmon strongholds. Now, we’ll 
push for new state and federal 
protections across the Wild Rivers 
Coast.

Illinois 
River

Rogue River

OREGON

CALIFORNIA

North Fork 
Smith R.

Proposed nickel-laterite mine Other potential mine project
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Pink salmon off the coast of British Columbia

WE LIVE FOR WILD 
RIVERS 

For millennia, salmon and people have 
thrived together. We rely on salmon 
to sustain families, communities, and 
economies across the North Pacific. 
But many other species also count on 
salmon: from sea lions and orcas to 
tiny caddisflies. Salmon connect us 
to each other—as well as every other 
creature that depends on salmon to 
make a living in the wild.
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On the Olympic Peninsula, 
closing in on a 10-year goal
In the fall, tea-colored water drops from a high-
perched culvert under the Moclips Highway, deep 
in the Quinault Basin on Washington’s Olympic 
Peninsula. In the pool below the drop, coho in 
spawning colors rise repeatedly—trying and failing 
to leap upstream. 

This brutal fish barrier—and another like it a half-mile 
up the highway—were among the first to inspire 
our Cold Water Connection Campaign. In 2016, 
Wild Salmon Center worked with local Tribes, Trout 
Unlimited, the Coast Salmon Partnership, and 
other partners to map more than 4,000 coastal fish 
barriers. We then prioritized the most ecologically 
important to fix. Our goal: reopen 125 river miles for 
salmon by 2030. 

“Wild fish need cold, clean water to adapt in a 
changing climate,” says Wild Salmon Center Fish 
Habitat Specialist Nicole Rasmussen, who leads 

these projects from start to finish. “We’re reconnect-
ing them with the very best habitat out there.” 

We’re now three-quarters of the way to our 2030 
goal. To date, our team has advanced more than 
100 restoration projects—many already completed—
and removed more than 20 wild fish barriers across 
the Olympic Peninsula. As of summer 2026, that 
includes the Moclips Highway problem spots, 
where wide new bridge and culvert spans now pass 
salmon year-round for the first time in decades.

“From simple fixes to technical bridges, fish passage 
work is a heavy lifter in wild salmon conservation,” 
Rasmussen says. “These kinds of projects aren’t 
just great for salmon. They also strengthen 
community flood resilience, protect roads, and  
bring neighbors together.”

Because each extra mile that helps salmon rivers 
run wilder can make communities stronger, too.

Hope for Chinook starts closer to home

Many Pacific Chinook runs are in trouble. On the Olympic Peninsula, 
it’s not just declining abundance. It’s their size. Over three decades, the 
average length of a three-year-old adult Chinook has shrunk nearly 2.5 
inches. Smaller hens lay fewer eggs, exacerbating declines.

“Many of our larger Chinook get caught in distant ocean fisheries,” 
says Wild Salmon Center Washington Wild Fish Manager James 
Losee. “That compromises local Chinook recovery efforts.”

Almost 75 percent of Olympic Peninsula Chinook harvest happens in 
ocean fisheries far from Washington. As negotiations continue for a 
new Pacific Salmon Treaty, more equitable harvest—a guiding principle 
of the original treaty—should be a priority. 

Says Losee, “To help recover these runs, we need more terminal fish-
eries in Washington rivers, guided by Tribes and other regional fisheries 
managers, working in concert with local anglers and conservationists.” 

Washington

“Wild fish need cold, clean water to 
adapt in a changing climate. We’re 
reconnecting them with the very best 
habitat out there.” – Nicole Rasmussen

OUR IMPACT

Wild Salmon Center and our partners 
are tracking wild Chinook salmon across 
the Olympic Peninsula. These data can 
inform local fisheries and aid larger 
efforts to recover struggling runs.

94
river miles

opened for wild salmon and steelhead  
across the Olympic Peninsula

TOP PRIORITIES

We’re 75 percent of the way to 
reopening 125 strategic river miles 
for Washington wild fish. Now, we’ll 
meet that goal while reforming 
marine fisheries to better protect 
vulnerable Chinook runs.
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On the Olympic Peninsula, cold water is gold 
for salmon. We’re restoring key networks of 

spring-fed spawning streams.

Olympic Peninsula Chinook20 21



Coho: Holding strong on the 
Oregon Coast
A few years ago, Kentuck Creek, a tributary to 
Oregon’s Coos Bay, was a straight channel pushed 
to the property lines of local homesteads. Coho 
salmon didn’t linger in the valley; there was nowhere 
here to safely rest. After decades of ranching, the 
wetlands where they’d once reared were compacted 
by cattle hooves and rife with invasive plants.

Then one landowner linked up with the Coos Basin 
Partnership—local partners in the Wild Salmon 
Center-managed Coast Coho Partnership—to 
remeander their stretch of creek. Neighbors 
watched as crews created ponds, seeded native 
plants, and nudged the stream into braids and 
bends. Soon, another landowner signed up. Then 
another. Today, juvenile coho are thriving in the 
creek, and rearing in the restored floodplain. 

In Oregon, coho began a steady decline likely starting 
in the mid-19th century, through factors including 
habitat loss, fish hatcheries, and overharvest. The 

nadir was 1997—around 24,000 fish, less than five 
percent of their estimated historical abundance. In 
1998, Oregon Coast coho were federally listed  
as threatened, ending all commercial and most 
recreational fishing for decades. 

Fast-forward to now. Over the past five years, 
average Oregon Coast coho abundance is more 
than 167,000: enough to reopen more recreational 
fishing. According to Wild Salmon Center Vice 
President of Conservation Mark Trenholm, our 
restoration work is helping to sustain this trend. 

“Oregon coho are improving,” Trenholm says. 
“But we’re looking beyond getting coho off the 
threatened list. We want full recovery: coho 
runs thriving again and supporting commercial, 
recreational, and Tribal fisheries.”

To get there, we’re expanding our work to more 
than 10 watersheds—from the Elk and Nehalem 
to places like the Alsea River and the South and 
Middle Umpqua, where coho recovery still lags.

“We’ve come a long way since the 1990s,” 
Trenholm says. “There’s more work ahead, but we 
have made incredible progress—and modeled a 
path to recovery for other salmon species.”

The link between logging and Oregon salmon

Before the Private Forest Accord, you could log to the waterline on many 
small Oregon streams without fish. The problem, says Wild Salmon 
Center’s Oregon Habitat Restoration Manager Dr. Tim Elder, is that small 
streams flow into larger streams—and with fewer trees in headwaters, 
they’re hotter, dirtier, and more inhospitable for salmon downriver.

“There’s a clear nexus between forestry policy and salmon,” Dr. Elder 
says. “In Oregon, policy is finally starting to catch up with what wild  
fish need.” 

Made state law in 2022, the Private Forest Accord creates 60,000 river 
miles of new stream buffers (from 35 to 110 feet wide) on private forest-
lands. Even more protections are rolling out in state forests through a 70-
year habitat conservation plan to be approved by federal fish and wildlife 
agencies by year-end 2026.

Oregon

BY THE NUMBERS

Oregon Coast coho: Eliminating commercial harvest and coho 
hatcheries following ESA listing in 1998 provided immediate relief 
for wild coho populations and increased abundances relative to the 
1990s. Habitat restoration work is also critical to achieve recovery.

Source: ODFW
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In Oregon, new forestry reforms will protect more 
mature tree canopy in coastal watersheds, promising 
a brighter future for threatened salmon species.

Protected by federal law and restored to strength, 
Oregon wild salmon strongholds can weather climate 

stress and development pressure. 

TOP PRIORITIES

To protect Oregon Coast coho 
and other wild salmon, we’ve won 
historic reforms across 10 million 
acres of private forestland and 
500,000 acres of state forestland. 
Now, we’ll lock in these protections 
for the next generation.
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Spotlight on taimen redds

Wild Salmon Center Spatial Ecologist Jon Hart 
spots a taimen redd in a tributary of Mongolia’s Balj 
River. In a tailout, water flows down a shallow pit 
and over a mound of clean, plum-size stones. Tiny 
eggs nestle in the cracks; one day, they might be 
fish surpassing five feet in length.

Little is known about where and when taimen 
spawn. These insights are crucial to help protect 
this freshwater salmonid, now listed as threatened 
by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature. In Spring 2026, Hart (pictured at left) and 
our Mongolia team launched one of the first formal 
studies of taimen reproduction to illuminate what 
they need to thrive here and across Eurasia.

Taimen: Protecting a 
freshwater icon in Mongolia
Salmon are cold water fish, and Siberian taimen are 
no different. But on the high steppes of Northern 
Mongolia, rivers including the Delgermurun and 
Onon are warming fast, raising questions of how 
much environmental change these freshwater “river 
tigers” can handle.

“Taimen are an umbrella species for the health of 
the whole watershed,” says Wild Salmon Center 
Mongolia Consultant Dr. Saulyegul Avlyush. “When 
the conditions are there for taimen to thrive, other 
important species thrive, too.”

To help keep taimen healthy, says Dr. Avlyush, 
we need to know how hot is too hot for taimen. 
Over the past several years, Wild Salmon Center 
scientists and partners have installed more than 
49 temperature loggers in Mongolian rivers and 
tributaries. In summer 2025, our international 
team began building on this baseline thermal data 

by directly measuring taimen heat tolerance at a 
streamside field lab on the Balj River—research that 
continues next season on this Onon tributary and 
other locations.

The field of aquatic species research is nascent 
in Mongolia, Dr. Avlyush says. Our work comes 
at a time when Mongolian policymakers and 
scientists are debating major shifts in water 
infrastructure projects, land use, and aquatic 
species conservation. In North America, dams and 
overgrazing are well-known risks for salmon. Now, 
Wild Salmon Center’s international expertise and 
field research are ensuring that the well-being of 
taimen factor into these important debates. 

“Wild Salmon Center is acknowledged as the only 
fish and freshwater-focused organization operating 
at a national level in Mongolia,” Dr. Avlyush says. “As 
huge decisions are being made for taimen rivers, our 
support is being actively sought by government and 
civil society stakeholders.”

Mongolia

Mongolia taimen: The range of taimen is shrinking in Mongolia 
and beyond. Wild Salmon Center and our partners are advancing 
science-driven strategies to help these populations recover.

Siberian taimen are among the most understudied 
of all salmonid species. To fill key data gaps, our 
scientists are studying taimen redds (pictured) and 
food webs in Northern Mongolia.

“Taimen are an umbrella species for 
the health of the whole watershed. 
When the conditions are there for 
taimen to thrive, other important 
species thrive, too.” – Dr. Saulyegul Avlyush

Through science and knowledge exchange,  
we’re driving a new era of wild fish conservation  

for Mongolia’s taimen rivers.

TOP PRIORITIES

We’ve united a global network of 
scientists on the need to protect 
imperiled taimen. Now, we’re 
advancing a 15-year roadmap for 
wild fish conservation in Mongolia, 
centered on its iconic runs of 
Siberian taimen.
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The Stronghold Fund—a first-of-its-kind impact fund 
for wild salmon and steelhead conservation—helps 
Wild Salmon Center and our partners seize powerful 
new opportunities. In 2025, we worked with several 
partners on exciting initiatives happening right now.

2025 CAMPAIGN AND  
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

British Columbia aquaculture, fisheries 
reform
Purpose: Boost accountability for Canada’s phase-
out of net-pen salmon farming, engage Indigenous, 
recreational, and commercial fishing leaders in 
international fisheries reforms.  
Partner: Watershed Watch Salmon Society

British Columbia Central Coast wild fish 
research
Purpose: Continue to fill critical data gaps and 
rebuild wild sockeye, steelhead, coho, and Chinook 
runs in river systems including the Dean, Atnarko, 
Takia, Kimsquit, and Bella Coola. 
Partner: Coastal Rivers Conservancy

Defend the West Su campaign
Purpose: Stop the buildout of the West Susitna 
Industrial Access Road in Alaska’s West Susitna 
region through public engagement and targeted 
legislative outreach. 
Partners: Alaska Range Alliance, SalmonState

Expanding Skeena Basin selective fishing
Purpose: Support the construction and operation 
of a second fish wheel in Kitselas Canyon, operated 
by the Kitselas First Nation to expand selective food 
and commercial fishing opportunities.  
Partner: Kitselas First Nation

Morice River Basin protection
Purpose: Promote Indigenous conservation 
leadership and salmon habitat protections across 
the Upper Widzin’kwa watershed, part of the 
Morice River Basin in the greater Skeena. 
Partner: Office of the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs

Skeena watershed key initiatives
Purpose: Reinforce core partner SkeenaWild’s 
capacity to lead efforts to restore salmon habitat, 
improve mining policies, help establish new 
protected areas, and reduce commercial fishing 
impacts on Skeena Basin wild fish. 
Partner: SkeenaWild Conservation Trust

Stand Tall Oregon campaign
Purpose: Guide this grassroots movement through 
the home stretch of a years-long effort to finalize a 
plan that protects half of some 635,000 acres of 
coastal rainforest in Western Oregon state forests. 
Partner: Stand Tall Oregon

Taku River climate change assessment
Purpose: Advance ongoing research to assess the 
climate change vulnerabilities of wild sockeye, coho, 
and Chinook runs in this northern B.C. stronghold 
and develop a steelhead stock assessment program.  
Partners: Taku River Tlingit First Nation, Simon 
Fraser University

The Stronghold Fund 

On the Skeena, fish wheels roll out

In 2024, a Kitselas First Nation pilot fish wheel 
tested selective sockeye salmon harvest in the 
Skeena River. The pilot significantly reduced 
Chinook and steelhead bycatch mortality. Now, 
The Stronghold Fund is supporting the buildout of 
a second wheel, which could empower the Nation 
to selectively source nearly all of its food fish.

TOP PRIORITIES

Since The Stronghold Fund launched 
in 2016, we’ve supported more than 
30 partners and initiatives. By 2032, 
we expect that number to exceed 50.

Sometimes, our partners and programs must pivot 
quickly to meet new threats and opportunities.  
Our impact fund was built for these moments.

SalmonFest, Alaska

Dean River steelhead

Bella Coola fish wheel

D
av

e 
M

cC
oy

S
ke

en
aW

ild
W

S
C

 S
ta

ff

A
la

m
y

Taku River 2726



2025 Donors
Thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, we’re protecting 
the North Pacific’s wild 
salmon strongholds. 
We’re profoundly grateful 
to the individuals, 
foundations, companies, 
and government agencies 
whose support makes 
lasting change possible. 

Our full list of supporters 
can be found online at 
wildsalmoncenter.org/ 
2025honor-roll.

For 35 years, Wild Salmon Center has successfully 
defended the most important strongholds for wild 
salmon and steelhead around the Pacific Rim. Now, 
we’re preparing to sustain these conservation initiatives 
in perpetuity.

With the help of our most committed donors, Wild 
Salmon Center recently established its Endowment 
Fund to provide support for the long-term protection 
of stronghold rivers. Financed largely by legacy gifts—
including a generous bequest from the late John S. 
Dale—annual income from the Endowment will ensure 
Wild Salmon Center and partners within the stronghold 
network have a reliable source of funding to defend key 
watersheds far beyond our lifetime.

If you have questions about making a gift to the 
Endowment Fund, please contact Kim Kosa at  
971-255-5562 or kkosa@wildsalmoncenter.org.

* Event photos by Dylan VanWeelden unless otherwise noted. 

Artist Tyler Jensen using a Japanese 
fish-printing technique in Seattle

Running Wild hits theaters! Wild Salmon Center staff, board members, partners, and friends joined our special Running 
Wild screening events in Seattle, Portland, and San Francisco*. The new Wild Salmon Center-sponsored giant screen film is rolling 
out in theaters and at special events. See runningwild.org for more.

A Vision for Permanent Protection  
The Wild Salmon Center 
Endowment Fund

OMSI theater, Portland

Dale Jessup, WSC board member Ken 
Morrish, and Mia Morrish in Portland

The Stronghold 
Fund Donors

Wild Salmon Center has been approved to 
receive grants through the One Percent for 
the Planet program.
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MakeWay Charitable Society
M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Moore Charitable Foundation, Inc.
The New-Land Foundation, Inc.
North Family Foundation
Olympic Peninsula Flyfishers
Pew Charitable Trusts
The Portland Garden Club
Rahr Foundation
Resolve, Inc
Resources Legacy Fund
Sitka Foundation
Trout and Salmon Foundation
Trout Unlimited
Trust for Mutual Understanding
Wallace Research Foundation
Washington Coast Sustainable 

Salmon Foundation
Water Foundation
Weeden Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation
Willow Springs Charitable Trust

Yellow Dog Community & 
Conservation Foundation

Corporations
Anonymous
Bacardi USA, Inc
Bamboo Sushi
bambu
Bandits Bandanas
Bass Pro Shops & Cabela’s 

Outdoor Fund
Becker Capital Management
Craig’s Custom Lures, LLC
Dometic
Elevate Building Commissioning
Fable Fish
Far Bank Enterprises
Freestone Vintage Tackle
Inter-Fluve, Inc
Jacobsen Salt Co
Jim Callahan Studio

Latah Books
Loon Outdoors
M+R Strategic Services 
Madrone Hill Mobile Home Park
Mountain Rose Herbs
Natural Systems Design
NRS
Oakpool
Oakshire Beer Hall LLC
Oracle
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Pacific Sauna and Steam
Patagonia Portland
pFriem
Pioneer Alaskan Fisheries Inc.
Rahr Corporation
ROCT Outdoor
ROW Adventures
Salty Debby’s
SeaRun Cases
Steelhead Flyfisher
Taylor Shellfish Company, Inc
WEST Inc
Your True Nature, Inc.

Matching Gift 
Companies
ADP
Agilent
AstraZeneca
Bank of America
Boeing
Dinatale Water Consultants Inc.
Disney
Expedia
GitHub
Google
Groundswell Charitable 

Foundation
HPI
Intel
Lam Research

Mastercard
Microsoft Corporation
National Charitable Services
Nike, Inc.
Portland General Electric
Raytheon Technologies
RTX
Salesforce.org
Total Quality Logistics
UBS Financial Services
UHG

Individual Donors 
$1,000 and above

Alafi Family Foundation
Richard and Constance Albrecht 

Advised Fund at Seattle 
Foundation

Kevin and Irene Alltucker Family 
Fund of Oregon Community 
Foundation

Anonymous
James and Gloria Baird
Doug Ballinger
Alexander W. Barth
Bartholic Family Foundation
John Bauers Family Fund of 

Oregon Community Foundation
Dr. Mark Becker
Mrs. Mary C. Becker
M + K Beckwith Family Fund 
Carl Behnke Year-End Fund at 

Schwab Charitable
James Ford Bell Foundation and 

Samuel and Suzy Bell
Rod Berens
The Berger Family Charitable 

Fund at National Philanthropic 
Trust

Doug and Jennifer Biederbeck
Mr. Vince F. Biondo Jr. and Mrs. 

Betsey L. Biondo
Birdsong Family Foundation 

David W. Cole Charitable Fund at 
DAFgiving360

Robert S. Colman
Charles Colmore
Leo Connolly
William and Laurie Conroy Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Michael Cooperman and Anne 

Archer

Jim and Laura Coraci Philanthropy 
Fund at the GS DAF

The Longview Foundation - Ellie 
Crosby

D27 Foundation
The Da Capo Fund
De Ghetaldi Family Charitable 

Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Diane DeJager
Kenneth Dial

Schwab Charitable Fund and Lawrence 
and Pamela Garlick

Ryoko H Gray Family Donor Advised 
Fund

James and Angela Hambrick Foundation
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Holdfast Collective
The J.C. Kennedy Foundation and 

James C. Kennedy
Ray and Stephanie Lane
M&C Somewhere Foundation
Moore Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
John and Susan Mullin Fund
Megan and Peppi Nitta
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Salamander Fund of Triangle Community 

Foundation
Michael Seligmann
Senior Family Charitable Gift Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Paula and Alan Senior Gift Fund

Anonymous
Andrei Baronov
M + K Beckwith Family Fund
C. Kent Brodie
W&C Brown Family Charitable Fund I  

at Fidelity Charitable
Tad Buchanan
James Budelman
Joseph Budge
Callaghan Family Donor Advised Fund  

at Fidelity Charitable
John W. Childs
The James M. Cox Foundation
John S. Dale
DeBruce Foundation Fund at Greater 

Kansas City Community Foundation
Deneki Outdoors
Searle Family Trust and John and Julie 

Dixon
Russell Fisher

Siegler Family Fund
Edwin M. and Maria F. Stanley Family 

Foundation
Timashev Family Foundation
TMT Charitable Foundation
Michael Triplett
Pic Walker and the Vermont Community 

Foundation
Deke and Hope Welles Fund of the 

Toledo Community Foundation, Inc 
and Deke and Hope Welles

Willow Springs Charitable Trust
Mitch and Holly Zuklie 

Government
Hoh Tribe
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
NOAA Restoration Center
Oregon Department of Forestry
US Fish and Wildlife Service
USDA Forest Service
Washington State Recreation and 

Conservation Office

Foundations
Allen Family Philanthropies
Anonymous
Autzen Foundation
Bella Vista Foundation
Builders Vision Philanthropy
Burning Foundation
California Community Foundation
The Central Oregon Flyfishers
Coast Salmon Partnership
The Conservation Alliance
Donald Slavik Family Foundation
Edgerton Foundation
The Gary Milgard Family
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Harder Foundation
The Healy Foundation
Holdfast Collective
Horizons Foundation
The James M. Cox Foundation
Lazar Foundation
L.P. Brown Foundation

The Black-Sandquist Family 
Fund of the GS Donor Advised 
Philanthropy Fund for Wealth 
Management

Bokom Foundation
Jennifer Brabson
Ann & Rick Bresnahan
Tim Brooks
BRT Foundation
James Budelman

Bunzel Family Giving Fund at 
Fidelity Charitable

Patrick Buresh and Jeannie 
Bloome

John A. Burke
Burton Family Fund of 

DonorsTrust
Linda Cabot
3 Summers Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable and Austen S.  
Cargill II

Corol Ann Cary
The Dorothy Jordan Chadwick 

Fund
Chaney Family Charitable 

Foundation
John W. Childs
Louise L. Chinn
Ms. Darlene Branstrom Chirman
William Clegg
Gus and Heather Coldebella 

Charitable Fund at Fidelity 
Charitable
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*Indicates Legacy Circle members who have passed.

Wild Salmon Center has received both the highest 
rating for sound fiscal management from Charity 
Navigator and the GuideStar platinum seal for 
transparency. 

Nearly two decades ago, the legendary television 
producer and philanthropist Ted Turner floated 
Kamchatka’s Zhupanova River with Wild Salmon 
Center President & CEO Guido Rahr. Following that 
inspiring excursion, the Turner Foundation granted us 
more than $1.6 million over 18 years to help secure 
major protected areas in the Russian Far East. At 
our Voices of the Pacific dinner in Seattle in 2014, he 
joined us to celebrate huge milestones in wild salmon 
conservation in Russia. Turner passed away in May 
2026 at the age of 88.

In Memoriam: Ted Turner

WSC staff and guests in Seattle

Guido Rahr, WSC board member Rhea Suh, and Grant Werschkull 
(Smith River Alliance) in San Francisco 
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WSC board member Mary 
Ruckelshaus in Seattle

Wild Salmon Center’s Legacy Circle is a dedicated group of supporters who 
have chosen to include a gift to WSC in their estate plans. In doing so, these 
individuals are helping ensure that stronghold watersheds remain healthy and 
intact for generations to come. Thank you.

If you would like to notify WSC of your intent to make a bequest gift,  
or if you believe your name has been omitted in error, please contact  

Kim Kosa at 971-255-5562 or kkosa@wildsalmoncenter.org.  
Learn more at wildsalmoncenter.org/legacy.

Dale and Kathy Jessup
*James R. Johnston
Electra Jubon
Loretta Keller
Steven Kohl
Kim Kosa
Lindsay Labrosse
Charles Leduc
Don Lintner
Mickey McCafferty
Therese K. McEnroe
Matthew Mudd
Gordon Nelson
Stephen Noesen
Dennis Paustenbach
Alina Potts
Guido R. Rahr III
Javier Sarabia
Rebecca Shapiro

Judith Ann Andrews
Anonymous 
Carissa Carman
Claire Cereghino
John W. Childs
Sinclair Combs
Gerould Cross
Sarah A. Dacre
*John S. Dale
Craig Derby
Donna Duffy-Pope
Susan & William Epstein
*Mr. Lynn Gallagher
Jacob Germain
James Givens IV
Bobby Hansen
Lori & BC Howk
Carmen Hudson
Anthony Ignatz

Zee R. Ship
Mitch & Elizabeth Siegler
Amanda Snelson
Stephen Starke
Bria Steinbruner
Terry Lynn & Robert Miles 

Sundberg
Stosh Thompson
Clint Waggoner
Brooks Walker III
Christopher Walsh & Jessica 

Locicero-Walsh
Allan Warren
Harold J. Weight
Bill & Rudi Weissinger
David K. Welles
Cheryl Wheatley
Lisa Wyatt
Kara Ziebelman
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Regina Kong and former WSC board member Michael 
Sutton in San Francisco 

Leslie Harris
Ned and Sis Hayes Family Fund of 

Oregon Community Foundation
Doug and Kathryn Hendrickson
The Higgins Family Foundation
Joseph Hixon
Holdfast Collective
Sarah Hunter
Charles Hutzler
James Jacobson Family Fund at 

GS Donor Advised Philanthropy 
Fund for Wealth Management

Felton Jenkins III Conservation 
& Education Fund and Felton 
Jenkins III

Elizabeth Jennings
Dale and Kathy Jessup
Ray and Stephanie Lane
Daniel Johnson & Deb Lawless
The Joseph and Catherine Johnson 

Family Foundation
Edward Jones Charitable Gift 

Fund at Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation

Sean Jones
Al Jubitz
The JYN Foundation
The Kahlert Foundation
Lawrence Kao
Loretta Keller
Kennedy-Budge Charitable Fund at 

DAFgiving360
Kid Fund at Fidelity Charitable

John G. Searle Family Trust and 
John and Julie Dixon

The DMK Foundation
Eugene Dobrzyn
Dorwin-Witkoe Giving Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
David Douglas Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable
Daryl Drake
Daniel Dunn
Lindsay F. and Patti Paxton Eberts 

Fund
Leonard Ely
Water C. Emery Family Foundation 

Fund of The Denver Foundation
The Charles Engelhard Foundation
Rebecca Engrav
Susan and William Epstein 

Philanthropic Fund of The 
Jewish Community Foundation 
of the East Bay

Emily Ericsen
Amy Errett
Stephanie Feeney and Donald 

Mickey
Ian and Barbara Fergusson 

Charitable Fund at Fidelity 
Charitable

JB Ferrarone
The Mr. and Mrs. David J. Field 

Fund
Susan Finkel
The Fire Monkey Fund at RSF 

Social Finance
Dr. Jon Firehammer
C. E. Francis
The Helen Clay Frick Foundation
DAFgiving360 and Lawrence and 

Pamela Garlick
Tony and Jill Garvey Gift Fund
Joseph Gazzoli
Terry Gentry
Adam Gibbons
John Gibson
The Judith Gille Donor Advised 

Fund at DAFgiving360
Clayton and Amanda Gilly and The 

Schmidt and Barton Family Fund
David and Alena Goeddel
Fred Goldberg Family Foundation

Laird Goodman
Eric Wan and Michele Goodman 

Fund of The Oregon Community 
Foundation 

Gregory Gorman
Donald Grade
Grade Family Giving at Fidelity 

Charitable
Victor Grandidier
James H. Greene, Jr. Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Stanley B. Gregory Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Amy and Chris Gulick
Michael Haas
The Haase Family Foundation
Mari Haddock
Haffenreffer Charitable Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Bruce Ham, M.D.
Tod R. Hamachek and Barbara 

Callister
Hamner Family Charitable Fund 

of the Indian River Community 
Foundation

Sarah Harkinson

James M. Kilts Family Fund 
of the Ayco Charitable 
Foundation

Steve & Susan Klarquist 
Fund of Oregon Community 
Foundation

Koerner/Dieter Family 
Foundation Giving Fund at  
MS GIFT

Steven G. Kohl
The Kongsgaard - Goldman Fund 

at Seattle Foundation
Sarah J. Koten Charitable Fund at 

DAFgiving360
Paul and Donna Kranhold 

Charitable Fund at Fidelity 
Charitable

Mary Anne Kruse

Peter Kuriloff
Edmond R. Labbe
Allan Larson
Laursen Family Charitable Fund at 

DAFGiving 360
William and Emmy Lawrence 

Family Fund of Oregon 
Community Foundation

Yancy Lind
Eric Lippke-Madigan
Lynn Loacker
Bill Lombard & Betsy Greacen
M&C Somewhere Foundation

MacDonald Family Fund at the 
Community Foundation of New 
Jersey

James S. MacDonald, Ph.D.
Mr. Cargill MacMillan III and Sally 

MacMillan
Jennifer and Carter MacNichol
John Malooly
Zoe and Phil Marchand
Michael Mars
Joseph Marsh

Jefferson Miller
John Miller
Michael and Anne Miller and The 

Miller Family Giving Fund
Owen Miller
Gail and Gerrish Milliken
Mintkeski Family Fund of The 

Oregon Community Foundation
Mintz Living Trust Giving Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Marissa C. Mirbach
Richard Robert Miselis Foundation
Scott and Allie Mitchell
Mitzvah Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation 
Edward Moersfelder
Thomas Monge
Frank Morse
Prairie Foundation and Colin and 

Martha Moseley
The Moseley Family Fund at 

DAFgiving360
Furman and Susan Moseley
John T Moy & Sonya E Keene
John Mullin III
Kim Nakamura
The Nalen Foundation
Alan Neese

Susan P. and Peter J. Neidecker 
Donor Advised Fund at 
the American Endowment 
Foundation

Linda Nelson
Neumeier Taylor Foundation 

Fund
Clay Newton
The Nicholas Endowment Fund
Chris Nunn
Sanders and Danielle Nye
George L. Ohrstrom, Jr. 

Foundation
Kenneth Edward Olivier & Angela 

Nomellini
Ostenson Family Charitable Fund 

at the American Endowment 
Foundation

Dr. Gary L. Ostenson
Christopher M. Palmer
Jack Palmer
Panwy Foundation, Inc.
Charles Patton
The Christine & Rodman Patton 

Charitable Fund
Zachary Patton
Bobolink Foundation and Merritt 

and Heather Paulson

Dennis Paustenbach
Pebbles Oakes Charitable Fund at 

the Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund

Fred Pendergast
Charles and Jennifer Phelps, The 

Ritz Family Foundation
Franklin and Dorothy Piacentini 

Charitable Trust
Piacentini Fund
John Pierson
Pisces Foundation
Sandra Place
Platt Family Charitable Fund at 

DAFgiving360
Lisa Podolsky
David Pollock
Joanna Priestley and Paul Harrod

Pulley Foundation
Edgar Ragsdale
Guido and Lee Rahr
Morgan and Tatum Read
Joe and Shirley Regan
Eric W. Roberts Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable
Chris Rogers
Steve Rose
Stephen and Jean Roth Charitable 

Foundation
Andrew Rowe and Bennett Burns
Mary Ruckelshaus, Ph.D.
Rushmore Foundation at Fidelity 

Charitable
The Leo Model Foundation and 

Marjorie Russel
Darcia Morgan Saiget

Mark D. Martin and Susie 
Hagemeister

Megan & John Martinelli
Scott McAllister
Walt McCarthy
Robert L. W. and Elizabeth H. 

McGraw and the Donald C. 
McGraw Foundation/Black Rock 
Foundation Fund

Martha and Bill McLaughlin 
Charitable Gift Fund from 
the American Endowment 
Foundation

Kate Merrell
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Financials 
As part of our 2032 goal to secure durable protection for salmon strongholds, Wild Salmon Center is making 
major investments in our conservation projects, staff and partners, and outreach efforts. Our operating 
budget has grown significantly as a result. These investments are fueled largely by multi-year gifts from 
foundations, public grants for large-scale habitat restoration, and committed donors like you.

32

Make Wild Rivers  

Your Legacy
Including a gift to Wild Salmon Center in your will 
—or designating us as a beneficiary of your trust, 
retirement plan, or life insurance policy—are easy 
ways to ensure future generations know the joy of 
wading in cold, clean rivers, exploring vast forests, 
and observing wild fish heading upstream.

Legacy giving can sound complicated, but it doesn’t 
have to be. Contact Kim Kosa at 971-255-5562 or  
visit wildsalmoncenter.org/legacy to get started.

Individuals
21.9% 

Other 5.3% 

Foundations 
49.4%

Government 
22.2%

Corporations
2.2%

FY 2025 
REVENUE

Stronghold Fund 
Grants* 20%

WSC Programs 67%

Fundraising 8%

Administration 5% 

*	 Includes subgrants to conservation 
partners and Wild Salmon Center

FY 2025 
EXPENSES

Operational Activities 2023-2025
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Tucker Malarkey signing her book Stronghold in San Francisco

WSC board member Ray Lane and Tony Garvey in Portland
Andrei Klimenko and WSC board 
member Margaret Williams
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WSC staff members Annie Kleffner 
and Julia Smith in Seattle

Paul Sallaberry
Philip Sawyer
Rebecca Schanberg, Jasper, Zoe 

and Peter Polsky, and the Olive 
Giving Fund

JoAnn Schlachter
Jeff Schlecht
Erich Schultz
Schweinfurth Family Foundation
William Seaman
Searle Family Trust
Seelig Family Fund of Oregon 

Community Foundation
John and Dorcy Seethoff
Dr. Mark Seligman
Peter Seligmann and Lee Rhodes
Paula and Alan Senior Gift Fund  

at Fidelity Charitable

Rochelle and Scott Whelan Fund at 
DAFgiving360

Susan Wilder
Wildlife Forever Fund
M.V. Williams Foundation, Inc. and 

Bruce C. Williams
Margaret Williams
Tim Williams
Janet M Williamson 
Turner Wingo
Ronald Wong
Lisa Wyatt
Zarling Giving Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable
Mitch and Holly Zuklie

Vancini Kruck Family Fund at 
Fidelity Charitable

Mark Vieaux
Vogt Family Foundation at the 

Community Foundation for 
Greater Buffalo

Eric von der Heyden
John von Schlegell
Kristy and Kirk Vyverberg
Wade Family Foundation
Weber Family Charitable Fund at 

Fidelity Charitable
Richard Weiss
The Weld Foundation
Deke and Hope Welles Fund of the 

Toledo Community Foundation, 
Inc. and Deke and Hope Welles

Mark Stromme
Louise K. Stumph
John F. Swift
The Tareen Filgas Foundation
Tetrad Foundation
Thendara Foundation
Anne M. Thomas
Tillmann Family Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable
John Tomke
Joe H. Tonahill, Jr.
The Towhee Fund
Byron Treichler
Peter Tronquet
Wendy Tsien
Uyttendaele Family Fund at 

DAFgiving360

David Solnit
John & Betty Soreng Environmental 

Fund of Oregon Community 
Foundation, Betty Soreng and 
Eben Dobson

Jeffrey Spurr
Mindy St. Clair Fund of Marin 

Community Foundation
Edwin M. And Maria F. Stanley 

Family Foundation
Tania Stepanian
Stevens Family Foundation 
Stockwell Family Fund at Fidelity 

Charitable
Lisa and Richard Stoltze Family 

Charitable Fund

Gary Seput
The Earl and Brenda Shapiro 

Foundation
Shapiro Family Giving Account at 

DAFGiving360
The Shared Fund
Yiwen Shen
Stewart Siebens
Taggart Siegel
Siegler Family Fund of the Jewish 

Community Foundation
Sippy Foundation
Clay Snaza
Rick and Jacky Sohn
Soka Piiwa Foundation

33



The People of Wild Salmon Center

Board of Directors

More moments from screenings of Running Wild: Return to the River

Carolynn Beaty is the Executive Director of the Sitka 
Foundation. She supports its granting program and pro-
vides strategic direction for the organization. Beaty has 
a background in conservation biology and philosophy, 
and holds a BSc, BA, and BEd from Queen’s University, 
and an MSc from Imperial College London, and resides 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. She’s an educator with 
more than 15 years of experience. 

Ken Morrish is the co-founder and Travel Sales 
Director of Fly Water Travel, one of the world’s largest 
and most respected fly fishing travel companies. Based 
in Ashland, Oregon, he is a fourth-generation fly fisher who 
has guided throughout Alaska, Oregon, and California. 
Morrish is an accomplished writer and photographer 
whose work has appeared in most major fly fishing 
publications as well as dozens of fly fishing books.

Margaret Williams lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and is a Senior Fellow at the Arctic Initiative at Harvard 
Kennedy School’s Belfer Center for Science and Inter-
national Affairs, supporting work on marine governance 
and sustainable ocean management. For more than 30 
years, Williams has worked on conservation issues in 
Russia and Alaska. Most recently, she established the 
World Wildlife Fund U.S. Arctic Field Program, serving as 
its Managing Director.

Chair: Mitch Zuklie, California
Carolynn Beaty, British Columbia
Ed Bowles, Oregon 
Jon Callaghan, California
John Childs, Florida
Amy Errett, California
Rick Halford, Alaska
Loretta Keller, California
David E. Kelley, California
Ray Lane, California

Nate Mantua, Ph.D., California
Ken Morrish, Oregon
Mike Overcast, Wyoming and Alaska
Guido Rahr, Oregon
Mary Ruckelshaus, Ph.D., 

Washington
Joel Starlund, British Columbia
Rhea Suh, California
Margaret Williams, Alaska

Emeritus
Peter W. Soverel (Founder)
Jack Stanford, Ph.D.
Peter Seligmann

Science Advisory Board
Chair: Mary Ruckelshaus, 
Ph.D., Stanford University
Jonathan Armstrong, Ph.D.,  

Oregon State University
Stephanie Carlson, Ph.D., UC Berkeley
Curry Cunningham, Ph.D.,  

University of Alaska
Nate Mantua, Ph.D., NOAA
Jonathan Moore, Ph.D., Simon Fraser 

University
Gordie Reeves, Ph.D., USFS, retired

Emeritus
John McCosker, Ph.D., Cal Academy 

of Sciences, retired
Michael Miller, Ph.D., UC Davis
Randall Peterman, Ph.D., Simon 

Fraser University, retired
Andrea Reid, Ph.D., University  

of British Columbia

Ambassador Council
Billy Blewett, British Columbia 
Kate Crump, Oregon/Alaska 
Jeff Hickman, Oregon/B.C. 
Dan Michels, Alaska 
Ken Morrish, Oregon 
April Vokey, B.C./Australia

Front cover: schooling salmon (Tavish 
Campbell); back cover: bear cubs 
(Petr Šimon, Adobe Stock).

Welcome 
new board 
members

Guido Rahr, film director Myles Connolly, and Oakley 
Brooks at Los Angeles industry screening

Staff at a retreat on the Deschutes River, Oregon

Former Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber 
introducing the Running Wild screening 
in Portland

Oregon Governor Tina Kotek and 
WSC board member Ed Bowles
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OMSI theater, Portland

Oakley Brooks, Communications 
Director

Emily Carlson, Individual Giving 
Manager

Michelle Cramer, Habitat Restoration 
Engineer

Jody Creasman, Media Design 
Manager

Cyndi Curtis, Oregon Coast Habitat 
Restoration Manager

Ramona DeNies, Senior Writer  
and Producer

Stacey Detwiler, Oregon Policy 
Director

Tim Elder, Ph.D., Oregon Senior 
Habitat Restoration Manager

Erin Ellis, Senior People and Culture 
Manager

Anna Gabis, Financial Controller
Sheila Hanson, Grants Coordinator
Jon Hart, Spatial Ecologist
Jessica Helsley, Watershed 

Restoration Director

Staff
Executive Management 
Guido Rahr, President & CEO
David Finkel, VP of Development and 

Communications, Executive Director 
of The Stronghold Fund

Mark Trenholm, VP of Conservation
Shauna Manner, VP of Finance & 

Administration

Emily Anderson, Alaska Program 
Director

William Atlas, Ph.D., Senior Salmon 
Watershed Scientist

Saulyegul Avlyush, Ph.D., Senior 
Mongolia Consultant

Jessica Baker, Events and Donor 
Engagement Coordinator

Kirk Blaine, Oregon Senior Wild Fish 
Manager

Bear Bressler, Development Associate
Luke Brockman, Alaska Community 

Outreach Coordinator

Lori Howk, Senior Media Design 
Manager

Rachel Jones, Accounts Payable 
Specialist

Greg Knox, British Columbia 
Program Director

Annie Kleffner, Office Administrator
John Kober, California Senior 

Habitat Restoration Manager 
Kimberly Kosa, Development 

Director
Betsy Krier, Washington Senior 

Habitat Restoration Manager
Michael Lang, Oregon Senior Policy 

Manager
James Losee, Washington Senior 

Wild Fish Manager
Jordan McCauley, Government 

Grants Manager
Noel O’Donnell, Executive Assistant
Amee Pacheco, Grants Director
Audie Paulus, Senior Development 

Manager, Corporate and Donor 
Relations

Guido Rahr Jr, Senior Salmon Vision 
Technician

Nicole Rasmussen, Fish Habitat 
Specialist

Matthew Sloat, Ph.D., Science Director
Julia Smith, Senior Communications 

Manager
Ellie Stair, Development Operations 

Manager
Genoa Sullaway, Ph.D., Fisheries 

Analyst
Tasha Thompson, Ph.D., Conservation 

Geneticist
Morgan Urquia, Alaska Campaign and 

Outreach Manager
Pic Walker, Strategic Partnerships

Science Fellow
Mikhail Skopets, Ph.D.

Interns
Zanna Kortenhof, Masters Degree 

Intern in the Oregon Coast Program
Brody McBee, Undergraduate in the 

Salmon Vision Program34 35



NOW SHOWING! 
The world’s first-ever IMAX salmon 
film hits theaters in 2026. From VIP 
screenings to action-packed events, 
you can share the spotlight with 
Wild Salmon Center and our global 
community of wild salmon fans. 

Visit runningwild.org

NOW SHOWING! 
The world’s first-ever IMAX salmon film hits 
theaters in 2026. From VIP screenings to action-
packed events, you can share the spotlight with 
Wild Salmon Center and our global community 
of wild salmon fans. Visit runningwild.org

PO Box 10026 
Portland, OR 97296

(503) 222-1804

wildsalmoncenter.org
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